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General Meeting April 10

The program on April 10th at 9:30 am will be presented by
Dr. Tricia Brainard. Dr. Brainard has a doctorate in Adult
Education with an emphasis on social justice.

The AAUW LC program on April 10th at 9:30 am will
be presented by Dr. Tricia Brainard. Dr. Brainard
has a doctorate in Adult Education with an emphasis
on social justice. She has provided training to
educators on student engagement, teaching reading
and math, and equity, diversity, and inclusion. Her expertise is in qualitative
research and evaluation. The Zoom link will be sent before the program date.
 
Our discussion will be based on Peggy Macintosh's 1988 seminal
essay, White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack. Macintosh's
work helped her to understand her white privilege through her work in
feminism. Participants will explore the dynamics of white privilege, identify how
white privilege has affected them, and think about actions they can take to
mitigate white privilege.
 
Before the presentation on Unpacking White Privilege, please do the
following, in this order:
1.   Read this article (5 or 6 pages). Article link

https://lascruces-nm.aauw.net/
https://convention.myacpa.org/houston2018/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/UnpackingTheKnapsack.pdf
https://lascruces-nm.aauw.net/


2.   Check off any of Peggy McIntosh’s list of privileges that you think you have
in common with her (about 5 minutes). See attached list List link
3.   Read a personal reflection of hers, an excerpt from her dissertation:
Reflection link
4.   Dr. Brainard also offers a link to her dissertation for those who would like to
know more about her work.
Dissertation link: White Lies: A Critical Race Study of Power and Privilege 

From our President: Laura Bemis

After a long year of quarantine and mostly staying at home, we are slowly
moving toward some normalcy. As the Covid -19 vaccine becomes more and
more available to all ages, we hope our members are all fully vaccinated. If
you have not received your vaccine – we know your opportunity is on the
way. For help making your appointment, please email me. I will help you with a
solution.
 
Our Annual Meeting, in May, will regretfully not be in person. Hopefully, this
will be one of our last virtual meetings. We have a full slate of officers and a
budget to vote on. We need a Quorum of 27 members to attend and conduct
business. Please mark your calendar for Saturday, May 8th, at 9:30 am.
 
It is time to receive applications for our Grit Award for 2021. The Scholarship
Committee, Lori LaPlanche, Lee Beatty, and Lynn Mulholland are working
with High School Counselors to ensure we have deserving applicants. As we
prepare to award four $500 awards, we are asking members to contribute to
our Scholarship Drive for 2022. Please be generous and mail a check to PO
Box 1081, Las Cruces, 88004.
 
Julia Brown, AAUW Board Chair and Las Cruces Branch member, joined us
on March 13th to celebrate Women’s History Month. Julia gave an inspiring
message and spent time answering our questions. High on Julia’s list of
priorities is working with Branches to get information to all members about a
change in our long-standing membership requirement, which creates a barrier
to women who do not hold a college degree. By eliminating this requirement,
AAUW can become a more diverse and inclusive organization, better aligned
with women's needs today.

The rationale for change is that while AAUW’s mission is to advance gender
equity, the membership requirement explicitly denies access to membership to
those without college degrees. AAUW can not promote equity for all women
and girls if the organization maintains exclusionary membership requirements.
The current membership requirement is not fair, is not right, and is not equity.
This change is simply the right thing to do.
 
“The AAUW National Board of Directors strongly supports the elimination of
the degree requirement for membership. This important change is a critical
step in bringing AAUW’s bylaws and membership requirements in line with our
mission of advancing equity for women and girls. While AAUW is fiercely
committed to the educational attainment of all women, given our commitment
to inclusion, this change is simply the right thing to do."
 

https://files.constantcontact.com/07dab592301/2e866662-f3da-423b-a30b-b9435fbf4d93.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/07dab592301/885dcb7b-1b07-4ad9-aa07-92e92aa8f136.pdf
https://digitalcommons.nl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1024&context=diss


Mask-up, stay safe, and call a friend.
Laura Bemis
President

AAUW NM Annual Convention

The Annual AAUW New Mexico Convention will be streaming live via Zoom on
April 17 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm straight from Las Vegas, NM, and
coordinated by the Las Vegas Branch. You will receive the zoom link later.
This day will be filled with a fun, fast-paced, and exciting meeting. The featured
speaker is Sarah Urech, the senior strategist for the Omega Women's
Leadership Center at the Omega Institute for Holistic Studies, a Rhinebeck,
New York-based premier holistic education center since 1977. She is also the
mother of Beth Urech, an LV branch member. She is a certified coach,
master's social worker, and psychodramatist. She has performed
improvisational storytelling for over 25 years in 18 countries. She will be talking
to us about Doing Power Differently by examining our own relationship with
power - in ourselves, our relationships with others, and the larger world.

Also scheduled before the Convention is an online sale of items from the
estate of AAUW Las Vegas Life Member Louise Drlik, a music and piano
teacher, collector of art, and avid AAUWan in Las Vegas for decades. The sale
items will be online for shopping and purchase as of Saturday, April 10, and
through the week leading up to the Convention until April 18. Proceeds from
this sale will go to Tech Trek New Mexico as per Louise’s
wishes. SOOOOOO, put April 10 in your calendar to GO SHOPPING
ONLINE to honor Louise and support Tech Trek New Mexico!

Submitted by Karyl Lyne, Co-President
AAUW Las Vegas

2021 Tech Trek

AAUW Tech Trek NM is a STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Math) one-week

immersion summer camp designed to develop interest, excitement, and self-
confidence in New Mexico girls who will enter eighth grade in the Fall. Tech
Trek NM features hands-on (and fun) activities in STEM-related fields taught
by New Mexico women role-models and typically occurs at NM Tech in
Socorro. Due to the need to ensure our campers' safety and health, Tech Trek
will be transitioning to a Virtual platform this year only. Our 8th summer camp
will be held in July utilizing the technology of Zoom.

The camp is funded with donations from AAUW members and others and
grants. Your contribution each year has been significant. Please look at the
website, Techtrek.nm-aauw.net for a link to PayPal to make your donation or
mail a check to AAUW Tech Trek NM, PO Box 90322, Albuquerque, NM
87109. AAUW Tech Trek is a 501c3 organization, making your donation tax-
deductible.

https://techtrek-nm.aauw.net/


Another way to contribute is to set up an AmazonSmile link for your online
shopping. Amazon will donate.05% of your spending to AAUW Tech Trek.
AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support your favorite charitable
organization every time you shop at no cost to you. AmazonSmile is available
at smile.amazon.com on your web browser and can be activated in the
Amazon Shopping app for iOS and Android phones. When you shop
AmazonSmile, you’ll find the same low prices, vast selection, and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added benefit that
AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to the charitable
organization of your choice: AAUW Tech Trek NM.

Can you imagine a place where girls fall in love with science and technology?
Please help make our (only?) virtual Tech Trek a resounding success!! The
experience is magical! Evaluations support an increase in self-confidence and
an increase in girls taking more science and math courses in Middle School.

AAUW LC supports Project Link

On March 6 at Peace Lutheran Church, AAUW-LC had a very successful
drive-by collection of new children’s clothes and blankets for the LCPS
McKenny-Vento Project Link Program for homeless students. A total of 169
clothing items and blankets and $260 cash were donated by our members and
were delivered to Vyette Enriquez, Lead School Family Liaison, at the Valley
View Elementary School. A BIG thank you to all who contributed.

Kay Brilliant, Laura Bemis,
Donna Yargosz, and Roseann
Hernandez collected the many
donations

Elaine Rude delivered donations to
Yvette Enriquez.

2021-2022 Nominating Committee

2021-2022 Nominating Committee. The Board nominating committee
composed of Kay Williams, Marsha Hokkanen, Judy McGuire and Laura
Bemis has been busy contacting AAUW Las Cruces members to determine
interest in serving on the Board of Directors. They met several times on Zoom
and have come up with a full slate of recommended officers for the next two
years. The election will occur at our annual meeting on May 8th at 9:30 am.

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=org_sls_rlp_sas_sml
http://www.lcps.net/federal-programs/project-link-homeless-education-program-mckinney-vento/


Bylaws require a quorum at this meeting; therefore, we need at least
27 members to join us on Zoom. Watch your email for the link.

The proposed slate of officers for the 2-year term, 2021-2023, is Co-President:
Anne Chase; Secretary: Rita Worrell; Co-Programs Vice President: Barbara
Williams; Co-Membership Vice President: Lori LaPlanche; and Past
President: Laura Bemis. Additional appointed positions that will serve on the
Board of Directors are Public Policy Chair, Academic Chair, Special Projects
Chair, and Communications Chair. Members who have agreed to be appointed
will be confirmed by the Board of Directors later, along with the other
appointed positions not serving on the Board of Directors: Bylaws and Policy
Coordinator, Diversity Coordinator, Email coordinator, Media Relations
Coordinator, Fundraising Coordinator, Girls Can coordinators, Facebook
Coordinator, Courtesy Secretary, Historian, and Parliamentarian.

The Nominating Committee is still searching for another Co-President to work
with Anne and a Media Coordinator. To get a copy of the job descriptions,
please contact Judy McGuire at judymcguire2@gmail.com.

TIME TO RENEW YOUR AAUW MEMBERSHIP!

Renewal of your AAUW annual membership for 2021-22 is now open!
The 2021-22 dues are $100.

National  $62 ($59 of the national dues are tax-deductible)
State  $18

LC Branch $20

Total: $100
NOTE! Current and new members who wish their names and contact

information to be included in the 2021-22 Yearbook must pay their dues
no later than June 30, 2021.

We strongly encourage members to pay on-line. 
However, you may renew in either of the following two ways:

1) Send a check payable to AAUW-Las Cruces Branch, PO Box 1081,
Las Cruces, NM 88004-1081.

or
2) Pay online. An e-mail reminder with a link to complete your renewal online

will be sent out in April and May. Be sure to look out for it.

Thank you!
Christine Long, Treasurer

Volunteers Needed to Judge
Desert Data Jam Projects for

Asombro Institute for Science Education
 
           Every year since 2012 (except 2020, of course), middle school students
have submitted special data set projects to the Asombro Institute for
Science Education. The goal of this project is (1) to increase students’ ability

mailto:judymcguire2@gmail.com


to interpret data sets, and (2) to use creative ways to present the data to non-
scientists.
           This year all lessons and the competition will take place
remotely. Students will work on a chosen data set to discover a data trend, all
under the guidance of Asombro staff. The data, all collected in or near Las
Cruces, deal with beetles, drought, dust, litter composition, and wildlife
conservation. Students will produce a brief written report and a creative
project.
           The creative project could be a video, a song, a children’s book, a
game, a diorama, or any other creative way of presenting the data trend to a
non-scientist audience. For example, to illustrate the trend of diminishing
acreage of farmland in Doña Ana County, students could cut out foam board
barns. The bigger the barn, the more acreage put into farming.
           Once the projects are submitted to Asombro, then they need to be
judged. That’s where you come in. You will be asked to use a very clear rubric
to judge 8 or fewer projects. They will be online for you to judge over a week’s
time in early May. You can judge your assigned projects at your own speed on
your own schedule.
           Please consider being a judge. (You don’t need any scientific
background to judge…. “Does the project have a title?”.) Email
Kelly@asombro.org to sign up to judge. She will get back to you as the dates
for the judging approach.
           In the meantime, you can see more of what it’s all about by going to
asombro.org/data/. There is an introductory video, a sample rubric, and the
data sets themselves so you can see how they are set up.  
           If you would like to talk to someone who has judged before, you can
email Donna Yargosz ( new email: dyargosz@gmail.com), or Lynne Lord,
Linda Bennett, Londa Seiffert, or Shirley Armstrong. 

Asombro thanks you in advance for your much-needed help in this most
unusual year.

Interest Groups
Please use your Yearbook for member address,

phone number, and email address.
NOTE: INTEREST GROUPS ARE NOT MEETING IN PERSON AT THE TIME

DUE TO COVID RESTRICTIONS. SOME MEET VIA ZOOM

Anything Goes Book Group will discuss Distant Marvels by Chantel
Acevedo on April 12th at 1:30 via Zoom. Contact Anne Chase.

Anything Goes Fiction Book Group Florence Adler Swims Forever by
Rachel Beanland on April 26th at 1:30 via Zoom. Contact: Kay Williams.

Daytime & Evening Bridge On hold
Contact: Carol Ann Council

Great Decisions Is meeting via Zoom—contact: Anne Chase or Jean Roach
for details.
International Dining On hold

mailto:Kelly@asombro.org
http://asombro.org/data/.
mailto:dyargosz@gmail.com


Contact: Deanise Marta

Going Places On hold
Contact: Linda Bennett

Chinese Mahjong On hold
Contact: Rita Worrell

Want to know more about an Interest Group?

Contact the named "contact" for each Interest Group described above.
Interest groups offer an opportunity to get to know other AAUW LC members
in a more relaxed and informal environment. All are welcome.

Information Regarding AAUW Bylaws Change
This spring, AAUW members will vote on proposed Bylaw changes
recommended by the AAUW Board of Directors and AAUW Governance
Committee to eliminate the degree requirement for membership.

Voting will begin on April 7 and end on May 17, 2021.

AAUW national will be hosting national town halls on this critically important
topic this spring.
The Rationale for this change as described by AAUW:
“AAUW’s mission is to advance gender equity, yet the requirement for
membership explicitly denies access to membership to those without
college degrees. AAUW does not promote equity for all women and girls
if the organization maintains exclusionary membership requirements.
The membership requirement is not fair, is not right, and is not equity.
This is simply the right thing to do.”

For this proposed amendment, the Saving Clause in the bylaws is eliminated.
It refers to degrees from institutions that have lost their accreditation and will
no longer be necessary if the membership approves the proposed amendment.
The Student Associates clause is removed as students become eligible for full
membership to eliminate the degree requirement.

Language has been added to the Dues section to give the AAUW Board of
Directors explicit authority to set a dues rate of $0 for students or any other
membership category the Board deems appropriate.

If the proposal passes, the eligibility requirement in each branch’s bylaws and
the AAUWNM bylaws would be amended to simply state, “An individual who
supports the AAUW mission and pays annual AAUW dues shall be
eligible to be an individual member with all rights and responsibilities of
AAUW membership.

Membership eligibility is fundamental to who we are as AAUW.
There will not be a name change.

We are all urged to think about, discuss, and VOTE on this long-overdue
proposed change.



Phyllis Ludi
AAUW-NM Bylaws Chair

Celebrating Women

Perhaps more than at any other time, 2020 unleashed
the rising power of women.

In October, the non-profit National Geographic Society
honored Katherine Johnson (pictured), the trailblazing
mathematician who helped send Apollo 11 to the moon, with its highest award
—the same honor the astronauts received 51 years before.

Scientist and scholar Jennifer Doudna co-discovered a breakthrough genome
editing method for which she won the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in October.

Kezzmekia Corbett, lead scientist of the Vaccine Research Center’s
coronavirus team at the U.S. National Institutes of Health, led the Moderna
COVID vaccine development.

The strong, empathetic, and effective COVID response of New Zealand’s
Jacinda Adern has been celebrated globally.

Kamala Harris was elected vice president of the United States (and already
has cast tie-breaking votes in an evenly divided Senate).

From science to social justice, women have had an extraordinary year.
National Geographic began its own archive a few years ago to amplify
women’s voices and chronicle experiences that have often been untold,
neglected, or glossed over. Searching through 64 million photographs in our
Image Collection, they found what pictures they painted of women’s lives
during the past century. As the times changed and women were more
frequently the storytellers, the stories changed. Just ahead of 2020, they
created a special issue to better understand how women see the world.

“Wherever you look, women are reaching higher positions: in business, the
sciences, the law,” Nat Geo’s Editor in Chief Susan Goldberg wrote. “And
they’re being seen and heard on their own terms, as speed-of-light
communications and social media allow them to make an end-run around
patriarchal systems that once stifled them.”

They have discovered stories of amazing explorers who had rarely been
recognized or for whom men too often were given credit. Women have
“mapped the ocean floor, conquered the highest peaks, unearthed ancient
civilizations, set deep-sea diving records, and flew around the world. They
talked their way onto wars’ front lines and traveled across continents,” Nina
Strochlic wrote for Nat Geo. “When geographer Marie Tharp offered proof of
the tectonic plate shift theory in the early 1950s, a colleague dismissed it as
“girl talk.”

Submitted by Lori LaPlanche



All Above Board

Scholarship Committee
This year (2020-21), the Committee can award four $500 scholarships. Letters
and applications for the scholarship (in pdf form) were sent by email to six Las
Cruces District High School Counselors, one letter to each of the six high
schools on March 15. The deadline for the return of the applications is April 15,
2021.

Membership Committee
The committee wishes to welcome three returning members to AAUW: Judy
Long (4jejuji@gmail.com, Annelies Cortez (cortezannelies@yahoo.com),
and Grace Ross (gracie67@hotmail.com). In addition, we welcome one new
member, Patricia Brainard (tbrainard@xcalibur.com).

Their individual data, address, phone number, school, and degree will be
published in the next Yearbook.

Your elected and appointed Board of Directors meets monthly on the 1st
Monday from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. via Zoom. Once the Board approves meeting
minutes, they are made available to you by clicking on the link in the following
OMV.

February 1 Board Meeting Minutes

Here are the latest Board approved minutes:

Order your personal Name
Badge at AAUW Name

Badge. Just $10.00.

(click on the underlined link)

mailto:4jejuji@gmail.com
mailto:cortezannalies@yahoo.com
mailto:gracie67@hotmail.com
mailto:tbbrainard@xcalibur.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/07dab592301/bef7e522-7174-4441-a211-ca04fff2c9ca.pdf
https://aauw.source4.com/b2c/ProductInfo.asp?Category=8541&Itm=131042


Other AAUW Membership Benefits

Access to member benefits at AAUW.org with your membership number
assigned by AAUW. Benefits include discounts at Office Max, Travel
companies (Hertz, Colette, Dollar and Thrifty), and Insurance (Geico, Pet
insurance and Identify Insurance). The AAUW website is chocked full of helpful
information for women.

Communications
In addition to the Organ Mountain Views, (OMV), we maintain a Website and
Facebook page. All Branch emails will be sent by Laura Bemis, President,
and/or Kathy Cooke, Email Coordinator.

AAUW LC Website is maintained by Judy McGuire. Contact her with
comments. additions, or questions.. (click on the link above: "AAUW Website")

A Facebook Page for AAUW LC is maintained by Laura Bemis. Each of us
may contact Laura with suggested additions, photos, etc. Be sure to "like" our
page so you will get updates. (click on the link above: "Facebook")

NOTE: There are three green tabs at the end of this newsletter that will take you directly
to our website, AAUW NM website and/or National AAUW's website.

Thinking of you.....
When you learn of a member who has medical issues,
personal loss or a reason for celebration or recognition, please
contact Judy McGuire by phone or text 575-932-9905 or email
judymcguire2@gmail.com so she can show our support. (click
on the email address as a direct link to your email provider)

Support our Advertisers

NEW Ad

Ryan Bemis, DOMRyan Bemis, DOM
AcupuncturistAcupuncturist

Doctor, Oriental MedicineDoctor, Oriental Medicine

http://aauw.org/
https://lascruces-nm.aauw.net/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/AAUWLasCruces/community/
mailto:judymcguire2@gmail.com


Cally Williams PotteryCally Williams Pottery
331 Capri Arc, Las Cruces, NM331 Capri Arc, Las Cruces, NM

575-526-5250 callwill@hotmail.com575-526-5250 callwill@hotmail.com

Comments and questions

If you have suggestions or comments about the OMV or wish to advertise
here (cost is $50/year), please contact Judy McGuire, editor.
judymcguire2@gmail.com

Thank you for reading

mailto:judymcguire2@gmail.com


AAUW-LC, PO Box 1081, Las Cruces, NM 88004
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