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General Meeting March 13, 2021

Our regular monthly meeting will be held on ZOOM,
Saturday, March 13 at 9:30 am. You will be sent the
zoom link by separate email. Join us to hear from
AAUW National board Chair, Julia T. Brown, Esq. Her
topic will be Women's History Month: Valiant
Women of the Vote: Refusing to Be Silenced.

Julia is Chairman of the Board of AAUW National,
and a lawyer with extensive experience in executive
management, financial management, nonprofit formation, and governance, as
well as compliance enforcement. She has served in the U.S. Army and worked
in corporate America and at all levels of government in Oklahoma, the District
of Columbia, California, and New Mexico. She has held a variety of AAUW
positions at the national, state and is a past-president and a current member of
AAUW- LC.

From our President: Laura Bemis

Here in southern New Mexico, there is a hint of Spring, increasing positive
news of lower infection rates for Covid-19, and a definite increase in smiles for
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those who have received and those looking forward to their vaccine shots. It is
a bit too soon to celebrate but hope is in the air for sure.

Our local community continues to be a strong voice for the needs of those
people hardest hit by the ongoing pandemic and economic slowdown. AAUW-
LC members have been generous each time there is a call. Check out our
service project for March (below) to support McKinney Vento Project Link, a
Homeless Education Program that serves 500-600 Las Cruces school children
between the ages of 3-18 every year.

Our March program meeting on Saturday, March 13th will celebrate Women’s
History Month. What a treat it will be to have Julia Brown, AAUW Board
Chair share her thoughts during this historic time. Members are encouraged
to invite a friend to join us. This will be an excellent opportunity to invite
potential members to learn more about AAUW-LC.
 
Wednesday, March 24th is Equal Pay Day for Women. Join AAUW-LC for an
inspiring conversation about the book Gutsy Women by Hillary Rodham
Clinton and Chelsea Clinton. We’ll meet via Zoom at 1:30 p.m. This book is
available on Amazon in hardback or Kindle. Used books are also available.
 
Now, if you are saying to yourself – AAUW-LC is surely doing lots of things –
you are correct. As a Board, we want to give our members opportunities to
engage in AAUW’s mission, even when we are ‘socially distanced’. We have
high hope that by September 2021 we can gather in person.
 
Our best to you this start of Spring – stay safe and continue to wear your
mask.

Laura Bemis
President

URGENT REQUEST
The 2021 AAUW LC Nominating Committee is working hard to develop a slate
of Elected Officers for 2022. Most positions have been filled and we are
grateful for those who have accepted our request. However, we are in need of
two people to step up and volunteer for Co-President. Laura Bemis is
stepping down to pursue other opportunities for AAUW LC. She has already
volunteered to be one of two coordinators for Girls Can! and will continue
editing our Facebook page. She will also serve on the Board as Past
President.

Please consider running for this critical position. The primary responsibility is
to develop the meeting agenda and run the meetings. You can contact Laura
for more information about the job or any of us on the nominating committee:
Kay Williams, Marsha Hokkanen, or Judy McGuire.

Member Opportunity

AAUW-LC is hosting a "Drive-Through" Drive for MKV Project



Link. McKinney Vento Project Link, a Homeless Education
Program that serves 500-600 Las Cruces school children between the
ages of 3-18 every year. 
 
When: Saturday, March 6th 9:30 am-11:00 am
Where: Peace Lutheran Church Parking Lot
What:  Requested items include new blankets, clothing sizes 4T Toddler
to size XXL boys and girls, shoe size 13 Toddler to size 13 boys and
girls, Underwear & socks (same size range). 

If you would like to drop off or mail a check, here is the information.
 
Checks can be made out to MKV PROJECT LINK and mailed to:

LCPS Finance Dept. 
505 S. Main, Suite 249
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Put AAUW-LC on the Memo line of your check

Another Opportunity

The Children’s Reading Alliance was granted some funds from the NM
Humanities Council. We are working on doing monthly scholarly readings via
Zoom for families. The grant consists of many small parts and this is where I
would love your support. 
 
I am looking for volunteers for the following tasks:

Calling businesses for funding contributions or matching monies
Marketing 
Strategic planning.
Assisting with the project. 

 
I would love your support in this project. It will be fun and different for our
community to experience. If you have any connections to help with any of the
above needs that would also be greatly appreciated. I am a one-person show
still and need some of your professional suggestions/help. 
 
Please reach out to me if interested or need more details. 
  
Jennifer Alvarado, Director
Children's Reading Alliance
3880 Foothills Rd, Suite A Las Cruces, NM 88011
office: 575-522-3713
cell: 575-644-4645
email: jalvarado@cralc.org
"Raising Readers Together At Home"

Advance information: April 10th meeting

mailto:jalvarado@cralc.org


AAUW-Las Cruces April Program will be presented by Dr. Tricia Brainard.
Dr. Brainard will lead a discussion on the subject of "white privilege". Dr.
Brainard has a doctorate in Adult Education with an emphasis on social justice.
She has provided training to educators on student engagement; teaching
reading and math; and equity, diversity, and inclusion. Her expertise is in
qualitative research and evaluation. Participants will read and discuss Peggy
Macintosh's 1988 seminal essay, White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible
Knapsack. Macintosh's work helped her to understand her white privilege
through her work in feminism. 

Participants will explore the dynamics of white privilege, identify the ways in
which white privilege has affected them, and think about actions they can take
to mitigate white privilege.
 
To prepare for the presentation, Dr. Brainard has prepared a short survey. She
asks AAUW-LC members that plan to attend the April meeting, to take the
survey (5-10 minutes) at the following link:  Survey link
- https://forms.gle/JLwppqHYXpeBnYma6   Please take the survey by the
first week of March.  

Also in April:

The annual AAUW New Mexico Convention will be held on Zoom from Las
Vegas NM on April 17. Please see the Spring Roadrunner for detailed
information about this fun event.

2021 Tech Trek will be Virtual!

AAUW New Mexico hosts a residential STEM summer camp for 8th-grade girls
every year called AAUW Tech Trek NM.

The 2020 COVID-19 Pandemic has required a transition from a residential
camp to a virtual platform. AAUW Tech Trek 2020 was postponed to the
summer of 2021. Since the restrictions have continued throughout 2020 and
potentially well into 2021, the 2020 (postponed) and the 2021 AAUW Tech
Trek NM summer camps will be held virtually via Zoom in the summer of 2021.

A virtual Tech Trek camp will be a project-based, hands-on immersive
experience focusing on one or more STEM disciplines directed and taught by
professional women teachers utilizing the features of Zoom technology,
including break-out rooms and screen sharing. AAUW Tech Trek NM’s virtual
camp is designed to ignite and cultivate a love for learning STEM. Many
different activities are planned to engage campers in problem-solving and
working collaboratively in a team.

Tech Trek is AAUW NM's signature project. Each Virtual camp will cost
$60,000 which includes stipends for the teachers and tablets for the students.
The camp only costs $50 for each girl selected to attend. The rest of the
budget is raised through a fundraising campaign that includes donations from
AAUW NM members. Typically members donate approximately 1/4 to 1/3 of
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the cost of the camp. Tech Trek is a 501c3 corporation, thus your contribution
is tax-deductible.

Please send your check payable to AAUW Tech Trek NM, to PO Box 90322,
Albuquerque, NM 87109. For more information or a direct donation, see our
website: Techtrek-nm.aauw.net

Our January Service Project

On Sunday, January 31, AAUW LC members delivered new underwear, socks,
and diapers to the home of LaJune Smith for the Border Service Corps (BSC)
  
BSC is a ministry of Peace Lutheran Church. At this time, all migrants in this
region who are subject to the Migrant Protection Protocols are waiting in
shelters in Juarez until the date listed on their immigration documents. BSC
collects needed items and delivers them directly to the LGBTQ+ Asylum-Seeker
Shelter in Juarez where more than 50 people (children, youth, and adults) are
currently waiting to seek asylum in the United States. 

The photos below represent the adult and child donations. A very big Thank
You to all who participated in this campaign!!!!

Interest Groups
Please use your Yearbook for member address,

phone number, and email address.
NOTE: INTEREST GROUPS ARE NOT MEETING IN PERSON AT THIS

TIME DUE TO COVID RESTRICTIONS. SOME MEET VIA ZOOM

Anything Goes Book Group will meet on March 8 at 1:30 via Zoom to discuss
Caste: The Origins of Our Discontent by Isabel Wilkerson.
Contact: Anne Chase

http://www.techtrek-nm.aauw.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001iyAPtxQpur99c44N01boV6rA1kVlCmF46VvciBauVctxDq5ntf6i-RDrExc3ciW5v5w3kpxnV-hYQKyCt3N3HQWs7e0TR6DwYYVAJqs1WYkfbOVq7bEqCvEkod3O81BdHbc4YYS_ZbHCYWWmmAep2nRXqvb7vuVEheK2-hsDTrM=&c=fT8FXfCc0iuRnKJ9mLtzwy5N8BNJnor_d6DVofe6vGZvw4uxzGtb8A==&ch=B7-DTYNT4hdwu83qPNKCp70sHnlQNdH7FgxUI6rJklmJ05gfvs_ocg==


Anything Goes Fiction Book Group will meet via Zoom on March 22 at 1:30
to discuss The Exiles by Christina Baker Kline. Contact: Kay Williams

Daytime & Evening Bridge On hold
Contact: Carol Ann Council

Great Decisions Is meeting via Zoom. Contact: Anne Chase or Jean Roach
for details.
International Dining On hold
Contact: Deanise Marta

Going Places On hold
Contact: Linda Bennett

Chinese Mahjong On hold
Contact: Rita Worrell

Want to know more about an Interest Group?

Contact the named "contact" for each Interest Group described above.
Interest groups offer an opportunity to get to know other AAUW LC members
in a more relaxed and informal environment. All are welcome.

This is a photo of the
card received from

Mountain View
Hospital's nurses for
our cookie donation.

As you know, nurses
and other hospital

workers are working
extra hard during this
unprecedented time

with the COVID
pandemic.

Your contribution of
cookies was greatly
appreciated as you

can see.

Of Note.....



Former member Jacquelyn R. Lamberty, age 91, of Orlando, Florida, passed
away on February 8, 2021.  LaJune Smith remembers her good friend and for
Jacquelyn’s ‘fire cracker’ attitude.
 
Bob Nation, the spouse of Kay Nation, a former member, passed away in
January.

AAUW NM NCCWSL Conference

The National Conference for College Women Student Leaders (NCCWSL)
will be a two-day virtual leadership training and networking event. AAUW New
Mexico is offering scholarships to college women in New Mexico to attend this
conference. The scholarship will cover the entire regular registration fee, which
is $125. The application is now available and if you have any questions, please
reach out to Cassie Marrs at marrs.cassie@gmail.com
Applications are due April 2, 2021.

Click here for the application: AAUW NM NCCWSL Scholarship Application

All Above Board

Your elected and appointed Board of Directors meets monthly on the 1st
Monday from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. via Zoom. All members are welcome to attend
Board meetings, just email Laura Bemis with your interest.

Order your personal Name
Badge at AAUW Name

Badge. Just $10.00.

(click on the underlined link)

mailto:marrs.cassie@gmail.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/07dab592301/905880fd-f453-45e4-b593-30d0d876e8c0.docx
https://aauw.source4.com/b2c/ProductInfo.asp?Category=8541&Itm=131042


Other AAUW Membership Benefits

Access to member benefits at AAUW.org with your membership number
assigned by AAUW. Benefits include discounts at Office Max, Travel
companies (Hertz, Colette, Dollar and Thrifty), and Insurance (Geico, Pet
insurance and Identify Insurance). The AAUW website is chocked full of helpful
information for women.

Communications
In addition to the Organ Mountain Views, (OMV), we maintain a Website and
Facebook page. All Branch emails will be sent by Laura Bemis, President
and/or Kathy Cooke, Email Coordinator.

AAUW LC Website is maintained by Judy McGuire. Contact her with
comments. additions, or questions.. (click on the link above: "AAUW Website")

A Facebook Page for AAUW LC is maintained by Laura Bemis. Each of us
may contact Laura with suggested additions, photos, etc. Be sure to "like" our
page so you will get updates. (click on the link above: "Facebook")

NOTE: There are three green tabs at the end of this newsletter that will take you directly
to our website, AAUW NM website and/or National AAUW's website.

Thinking of you.....
When you learn of a member who has medical issues,
personal loss or a reason for celebration or recognition, please
contact Judy McGuire by phone or text 575-932-9905 or email
judymcguire2@gmail.com so she can show our support. (click
on the email address as a direct link to your email provider)

Support our Advertisers

Cally Williams PotteryCally Williams Pottery
331 Capri Arc, Las Cruces, NM331 Capri Arc, Las Cruces, NM

575-526-5250 callwill@hotmail.com575-526-5250 callwill@hotmail.com
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Comments and questions

If you have suggestions or comments about the OMV or wish to advertise
here (cost is $50/year), please contact Judy McGuire, editor.
judymcguire2@gmail.com

Thank you for reading

AAUW-LC, PO Box 1081, Las Cruces, NM 88004

Las Cruces Website New Mexico Website National Website
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