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Founded in 1923, AAUW's Mission is to advance gender equity forFounded in 1923, AAUW's Mission is to advance gender equity for
women and girls through research, education, and advocacy.women and girls through research, education, and advocacy.

February Program
Deborah Blanche, presenting a one-woman Play

February 13 (corrected date)
9:30 am via Zoom

  
Deborah Blanche will entertain us she steps into the role of  La Nina in a one-
woman play set in 1951. In this Chautauqua-style presentation, La Nina invites you
to share some private time in the library of her family home before her 70th birthday
celebration. There she reminisces and confides, answers and disclaims, takes us back
on the campaign trail of 1922, and might even tell some stories from her book Old
Spain in Our Southwest. You will receive the zoom link by email

Deborah has been working in theatre, storytelling, film, radio, and TV since
her teens. After completing an MFA in Professional Theatre, she studied in
Great Britain, where her passion for “original” theatre was ignited. Since
arriving in New Mexic0, Deb has become best known for the one-woman plays,
Chautauqua characters, and storytelling programs that she researches, writes,
and performs locally, nationally, and internationally. See more information at
www.palomitaproductions.org  Currently, she is sheltering in her
canyon casita on the Eastern slope of the Sangre de Cristos, dreaming of a
return to la primavera eterna of Cuernavaca, Morelos, Mexico.

https://lascruces-nm.aauw.net/
http://www.palomitaproductions.org/
https://lascruces-nm.aauw.net/


Nina Otero-Warren was an educator, feminist, public welfare
director, politician, businesswoman. Perhaps best remembered for
her influential role in securing passage of the women's suffrage
amendment by the New Mexico legislature, La Nina wasted no time
before tossing her political chapeau into the ring and becoming the
first woman in New Mexico to run for U.S. Congress in 1922. Born
into two of the most prosperous and prestigious families of the state
- Los Luna and Los Otero - La Nina moved to Santa Fe as a teenager
and made it her home for a lifetime. Never timid about taking
charge, she was superintendent of schools; an organizer of Santa Fe
Fiesta, Indian Market, Spanish Colonial Arts Society; matriarch of
her large family and hostess to her extensive social circle of artists,
writers, historians, priests and politicians.

From our President: Laura Bemis

The New Mexico Legislature is meeting over the next 60 days. Pameyla
Herndon, AAUW NM Public Policy Chair, held an informational gathering on
Zoom for interested members. Pamela walked us through the ‘virtual’
legislative process in place for this year. All sessions and committee meetings
will be accessible to the public via Webcast. This will actually make constituent
interest and input more available than ever before. Access to the Webcast is
available at nmlegis.gov - scroll across the top of the page to Webcast. You
can view a calendar of committee hearings and full sessions by week.
Pameyla will be sending out the top 20 bills that AAUW NM will focus on. Of
interest currently are minimum wage, paid sick leave, funding for early
education, repeal of the NM abortion statute. Watch for updates via email.

See more access information below:
 
In an effort to encourage members to stay engaged, the AAUW-LC Board has
a busy agenda planned for the 2nd half of our year. We will have a regular
vibrant program on the second Saturday of each month, as is customary for
our branch. In addition, we will suggest a service project intended to help our
community help those in need during our Covid-19 lockdown. 
 
On Sunday, January 31st between 1:00 pm and 4:00 pm members are
encouraged to drop off items for the Border Service Corps (BSC). Our
collection point will be the home of LaJune Smith. LaJune’s address is 1965
Chilton Dr. 88001. Please select from the following: underwear & socks
(women, men & children) and diapers (size 1-6).
 
BSC a ministry of Peace Lutheran Church. At this time, all migrants in this
region who are subject to the Migrant Protection Protocols are waiting in
shelters until the date listed on their immigration documents. BSC collects
needed items and delivers them directly to the LGBTQ+ Asylum-Seeker
Shelter in Juarez where more than 50 people (children, youth, and adults) are
currently waiting to seek asylum in the United States.

AAUW-LC members are also invited to participate in monthly Zoom
Conversations separate from our monthly meeting. A variety of topics have
been selected: Latina in New Mexico, Women in Film, International Women’s
Day, What is White Privilege?, and Diversity Training. Dates and times of each
Conversation will be emailed to members the week of the Conversation.

As always, stay safe, wear your mask, and get your vaccine.

Laura Bemis, President

New Mexico's 60-Day Legislative Session Links

https://www.nmlegis.gov
https://www.hopeborder.org/ff-remain-in-mexico


The following links will take you to various documents and parts of the NM
Legislature webpage. Please visit our web page AAUW Las Cruces for more
information on the (click on AAUW Las Cruces for link) 2021 60-day Virtual Legislative
Session

Join our AAUW New Mexico Lobby CorpsJoin our AAUW New Mexico Lobby Corps

Find your NM LegislatorFind your NM Legislator

Calendar – What’s HappeningCalendar – What’s Happening

Track New Mexico Legislation at the Bill TrackerTrack New Mexico Legislation at the Bill Tracker

Have You Registered for your
Covid19 Vaccine?

Register with the New Mexico Department of Health (click link) to receive your
COVID-19 Vaccine. When the vaccine is available, NMDOH will send you a
notification to schedule your appointment.
Residents who completed their vaccine registration profile on the New Mexico
Department of Health (DOH) website should have received a six-digit
“confirmation code” via text or email to finish setting up their profile.

Users who have questions or would like support with the registration
process — including New Mexicans who do not have internet access
— can dial 1-855-600-3453, press option 0 for vaccine questions, and
then option 4 for tech support.
Users who have other vaccine-related questions can call 1-855-600-
3453 and simply press option 0 for vaccine questions.

Registration includes providing a name, date of birth, ZIP code, contact
information, employment, and health conditions. Once this information is
submitted, the DOH will provide a confirmation code so registrants can log in
and provide insurance information and other details.

The state’s phased plan of distributing the vaccine is categorized by risk
factors that make people more vulnerable to contracting the virus. Phase 1B,
the current phase, includes people 75 and older, people 16 and older who have
underlying health conditions, and frontline essential workers who cannot work
remotely. 

Both the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine and the vaccine from Moderna,
Inc. require two doses. Once the first dose is administered, the patient will be
automatically scheduled for the next. If receiving the Pfizer vaccine, the second
dose is administered 21 days later. If receiving the Moderna vaccine, the
second dose is administered 28 days later.

When more vaccines become available in the area and a person qualifies

https://lascruces-nm.aauw.net/
https://aauw-nm.aauw.net/taking-action/aauw-nm-lobby-corps/
https://www.nmlegis.gov/members/find_my_legislator
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Calendar/Session
https://www.nmlegis.gov/legislation/bill_finder
https://cvvaccine.nmhealth.org/my-registration.html


under the "phased" parameters, the DOH will contact residents who have
registered for the vaccine to make an appointment. This may be at a location
where mass vaccine distribution is scheduled, a pharmacy, or other local
health care provider.

March is Black
History Month

 
Kimberly York,
AAUW Member,
would like to invite
everyone to the
NMSU Black Student
Association series of
Black History month
events. They are all
via zoom and open to
the public. You don’t
have to talk or even
be visible if you don’t
want to. Just come
and enjoy. Email
blackpro@nmsu.edu
for more information
and the zoom links

Interest Groups
Please use your Yearbook for member address,

phone number, and email address.

Anything Goes Book Group will review Talking to Strangers by Malcolm
Gladwell on Feb 8th at 1:30 pm via Zoom Contact: Anne Chase

Anything Goes Fiction Book Group will discuss Eleanor Oliphant is
Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman on Feb 22 at 1:30 via Zoom. Contact:
Kay Williams

Daytime & Evening Bridge Schedule on hold
Contact: Carol Ann Council

Great Decisions Those registered will receive more information. GD Is
meeting via Zoom. Contact: Anne Chase or Jean Roach for details
International Dining on hold

mailto:blackpro@nmsu.edu


Contact: Deanise Marta

Going Places on hold
Contact: Linda Bennett

Chinese Mahjong on hold
Contact: Rita Worrell

Want to know more about an Interest Group?

Contact the named "contact" for each Interest Group described above.
Interest groups offer an opportunity to get to know other AAUW LC members
in a more relaxed and informal environment. All are welcome.

A Poem read at the 46th Presidential Inauguration

The Hill We Climb
by Amanda Gorman

When the day comes, we ask ourselves,
where can we find light in this never-ending shade?

The loss we carry,
a sea we must wade

We've braved the belly of the beast
We've learned that quiet isn't always peace

And the norms and notions
of what just is

Isn’t always just-ice
And yet the dawn is ours

before we knew it
Somehow we do it

Somehow we've weathered and witnessed
a nation that isn’t broken

but simply unfinished
We the successors of a country and a time

Where a skinny Black girl
descended from slaves and raised by a single mother

can dream of becoming president
only to find herself reciting for one
And yes, we are far from polished

far from pristine
but that doesn’t mean we are

striving to form a union that is perfect
We are striving to forge a union with purpose

To compose a country committed to all cultures, colors, characters and
conditions of man

And so we lift our gazes not to what stands between us
but what stands before us

We close the divide because we know, to put our future first,
we must first put our differences aside



We lay down our arms
so we can reach out our arms

to one another
We seek harm to none and harmony for all

Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true:
That even as we grieved, we grew
That even as we hurt, we hoped
That even as we tried, we tried

That we’ll forever be tied together, victorious
Not because we will never again know defeat
but because we will never again sow division

Scripture tells us to envision
that everyone shall sit under their own vine and fig tree

And no one shall make them afraid
If we’re to live up to our own time
Then victory won’t lie in the blade
But in all the bridges we’ve made

That is the promised glade
The hill we climb
If only we dare

It's because being American is more than a pride we inherit,
it’s the past we step into

and how we repair it
We’ve seen a force that would shatter our nation

rather than share it
It would destroy our country if it meant delaying democracy

And this effort very nearly succeeded
But while democracy can be periodically delayed

it can never be permanently defeated
In this truth

in this faith, we trust
For while we have our eyes on the future

history has its eyes on us
This is the era of just redemption

We feared at its inception
We did not feel prepared to be the heirs

of such a terrifying hour
but within it, we found the power

to author a new chapter
To offer hope and laughter to ourselves

So while once we asked,
how could we possibly prevail over catastrophe?

Now we assert
How could catastrophe possibly prevail over us?

We will not march back to what was
but move to what shall be

A country that is bruised but whole,
benevolent but bold,

fierce and free
We will not be turned around
or interrupted by intimidation

because we know our inaction and inertia
will be the inheritance of the next generation

Our blunders become their burdens
But one thing is certain:

If we merge mercy with might,
and might with right,

then love becomes our legacy
and change our children’s birthright

So let us leave behind a country
better than the one we were left with

Every breath from my bronze-pounded chest,
we will raise this wounded world into a wondrous one

We will rise from the gold-limbed hills of the west,



we will rise from the windswept northeast
where our forefathers first realized revolution.

We will rise from the lake-rimmed cities of the midwestern states,
we will rise from the sunbaked south
We will rebuild, reconcile and recover

and every known nook of our nation and
every corner called our country,

our people diverse and beautiful will emerge,
battered and beautiful

When the day comes, we step out of the shade,
aflame and unafraid

The new dawn blooms as we free it
For there is always light,

if only we’re brave enough to see it
If only we’re brave enough to be it

Amanda S. C. Gorman (b. 1998) is an American poet and activist from Los Angeles. Her
work focuses on issues of oppression, feminism, race, and marginalization, as well as
the African diaspora. Amanda was the first person to be named  National Youth Poet
Laureate. She published the poetry book The One for Whom Food Is Not Enough in
2015. In 2021, she delivered her poem "The Hill We Climb" at the inauguration of Joe
Biden. Quite some achievements for one who is only 22 years old.

Submitted by Laura Bemis 

Calling all AAUW Artists:
It’s that time of year again! AAUW’s 12th
annual art contest is on.
The Deadline for submission is
February 4

To enter, submit your photography or a digital photo of your painting, drawing,
sculpture, collage, or another form of art through the AAUW website. All entries are
accepted, but we encourage you to look through your portfolio for works that speak
to AAUW’s mission.

AAUW members will select their favorite entries via ranked-choice voting. Winning
entries will be featured on a collection of notecards sent to all members in the
spring. The back of the cards will include the winning artist’s biography, a fact about
AAUW, and a highlight of their local branch affiliation when applicable.

This year’s winners could include someone from your branch or state, so spread the
word through your member communications!

For more information on submitting artwork or to see last year’s art gallery, please
visit the AAUW Art Contest page.

AAUW National

AAUW Election Comment Period Now Open

Through February 5, AAUW members can provide thoughts and comments on the
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proposed changes to the AAUW bylaws as well as suggested revisions to the Public
Policy Priorities. To learn more and submit your feedback, please visit the election
page on the AAUW website.

Order your personal Name
Badge at AAUW Name

Badge. Just $10.00.

(click on the underlined link)

Other AAUW Membership Benefits

Access to member benefits at AAUW.org with your membership number
assigned by AAUW. Benefits include discounts at Office Max, Travel
companies (Hertz, Colette, Dollar, and Thrifty), and Insurance (Geico, Pet
insurance, and Identify Insurance). The AAUW website is full of helpful
information for women.

Communications
In addition to the Organ Mountain Views, (OMV, we maintain a Website and
Facebook page. All Branch email will be sent by Laura Bemis, President
and/or Kathy Cooke, Email Coordinator.

AAUW LC Website is maintained by Judy McGuire. Contact her with
comments. additions, or questions.. (click on link above: "AAUW Website")

A Facebook Page for AAUW LC is maintained by Laura Bemis. Each of us
may contact Laura with suggested additions, photos, etc. Be sure to "like" our
page so you will get updates. (click on link above: "Facebook")

NOTE: There are three green tabs at the end of this newsletter that will take you directly
to our website, AAUW NM website and/or National AAUW's website.

Thinking of you.....
When you learn of a member who has medical issues,
personal loss or a reason for celebration or recognition, please
contact Judy McGuire by phone or text 575-932-9905 or email

https://click.everyaction.com/k/24107336/269676308/-1079078354?emci=c1a1c282-e951-eb11-a607-00155d43c992&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjc3MzM5OTM4LWZhNWMtZWIxMS1hNjA3LTAwMTU1ZDQzYzk5MiIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAibGtiZW1pc0BnbWFpbC5jb20iDQp9&hmac=DlQXpwwAjDA95UOVZbDyIbntF_5PwmuTdlyN5bs4x-w=
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judymcguire2@gmail.com so she can show our support. (click
on the email address as a direct link to your email provider)

Support our Advertisers

Cally Williams PotteryCally Williams Pottery
331 Capri Arc, Las Cruces, NM331 Capri Arc, Las Cruces, NM

575-526-5250 callwill@hotmail.com575-526-5250 callwill@hotmail.com

Comments and questions

mailto:judymcguire2@gmail.com


If you have suggestions or comments about the OMV or wish to advertise
here (cost is $50/year), please contact Judy McGuire, editor.
judymcguire2@gmail.com

Thank you for reading

AAUW-LC, PO Box 1081, Las Cruces, NM 88004

Las Cruces Website New Mexico Website National Website
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