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January Program

Our January 9th program will feature Dr. Christine Eber and Ryan Bemis,
DOM, RT, speaking about Weaving for Justice and Flores de Juarez,
respectively.
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Dr. Eber is a Professor Emerita of Anthropology at New Mexico State
University. Since the mid-1980s, Dr. Eber has been conducting research and
work in Chiapas, Mexico, focused on the gendered aspects of social change,
specifically Maya women’s participation in the Zapatista movement, weaving
cooperatives, and the Catholic Church. In June 2018, her first novel was
released – When a Woman Rises (Cinco Puntos Press). Dr. Eber is a founding
member of Weaving for Justice (www.weaving-for-justice.org), a volunteer, non-
profit organization working in solidarity with Maya women’s weaving
cooperatives in highland Chiapas, Mexico. Created to assist the cooperatives'
members in continuing living on their ancestral lands in sustainable ways that
respect their lands, language (Tsotsil), and traditions. The organization works
with the weavers to educate the public about Maya women’s lives, struggles,
and contributions to a sustainable and just society. Weaving for Justice is
based in Las Cruces and run solely by volunteers, partnering with the Maya
Educational Foundation based in Massachusetts to raise funds for
scholarships for Maya students in Belize, Chiapas, and Guatemala. They do
so by selling textiles from Latin America donated to them by researchers,
tourists, and textile enthusiasts. 100% of the money they take in from sales
goes directly to the weavers.

Ryan Bemis is a writer, public speaker, and educator with over 20 years of
experience working in community health and outreach. He is the co-founder of
Crossroads Acupuncture and the Barefoot Acupuncture Movement, where he
serves as its Executive Director. Inspired by China’s Barefoot Doctors, the
Barefoot Acupuncture Movement began in 2011 by women alongside leaders
within the Catholic Diocese of Juarez in response to the violence and human
rights abuses in Ciudad Juarez. Over the past decade, they have trained more
than 400 health workers to establish and sustain their own community-
supported health services along the U.S.-Mexico border and Latin America.
Their programs have provided over 90,000 acupuncture treatments, primarily
offered by women volunteers at no cost to patients lacking access to basic
healthcare. They have operated by partnering with existing humanitarian aid
projects, mobilizing our volunteer network to assist migrants on the U.S.-
Mexico border, providing treatment to survivors of the El Paso 2019 Walmart
shooting, and aiding indigenous health workers throughout Latin America to
address trauma, addiction, and a variety of other health issues in their
communities.

NOTE: You will receive additional information via email with the Zoom link.

From our President: Laura Bemis

Goodbye, 2020 and Welcome 2021......

Post-holiday thoughts – “Tie a Yellow Ribbon 'round the old oak tree”.....
That yellow ribbon can symbolize homecoming, family, friendship – and we are
all hungry for hope. My first priority will be to get the vaccine. As I understand
it, we need to contact our doctors and let them know we want it a.s.a.p. Please
call me if you need transportation to get your vaccine. You can also register on
the Department of Health website to notify you of the COVID-19 vaccine
availability: https://cvvaccine.nmhealth.org/ 
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Looking forward to some return to normalcy will be our reward for "staying the
course" during this horrible pandemic. Zoom is the new normal for AAUW-LC
for the first 6 months, at least. The Board is planning several additional Zoom
opportunities to learn and discuss topical subjects. Look for your invitation to
participate in the OMV and subsequent email with the Zoom link.
 
Help is needed in three key areas this Spring – we need a scholarship
committee, we need a Girls Can committee, and we need an Equal Pay Day
committee. Zoom has given us a quick way to conduct business on behalf of
women and girls. Please email me today about how you would like to help.
 
AAUW currently has four Interest Groups meeting monthly on Zoom. Two
Book Clubs, Great Decisions, and Mahjong (discussion only). Every member is
invited to join – look for contact information in the OMV. Gather your AAUW-
LC friends for a small group Zoom gathering – AAUW-LC has an account you
can use. (Contact me for information)
 
Members who thought they would be busy traveling this Spring are invited to
get involved on a short term basis – we have several elected and appointed
Board positions available – and we need your valuable talent – even if it is
short term.
 
What did we learn in 2020 – I learned that we do not have control of much, that
I need people in my life and that time is what I have to give until I don’t have it
anymore.
 
Happy New Year
Laura Bemis, President

Save Your Stuff!
 
           Surely by December of 2021 students will be back in
school, and we can do our Sierra Middle School Christmas

Project. Assuming that is so, it’s not too early to work on items to donate to
that project. Usually, after-Christmas sales are excellent chances to snag nice
items for not much money. (That’s how those funny Feliz Navi-dog men’s
socks came home for $2 a pair.) Plus it’s a good opportunity to (ahem --
*throat clearing*) “recycle” gifts you really can’t use. Not to mention gift bags,
wrapping paper, bows, ribbon, gift tags, and Scotch tape.
           Please stash donations until we can meet in person, hopefully in the fall
of 2021. If you absolutely can’t stand it and just need to off-load your extras
onto someone else, you can call or text Donna Yargosz at 575-312-2145 or
email (NEW email) at dyargosz@gmail.com.
           For those unfamiliar with this project: Sierra Middle School Guidance
Counselors identify the neediest students. We provide donated items for
students to choose for their family at home. We are on hand in the school to
help students select gifts and wrap and tag them for these students to carry
home. Last year we served 100 students, each of whom needed from 2 to 10
(but average 4 to 6) gifts for the immediate family living in the home. Most gifts
wind up being worth approximately $5 to $10. 
           Quick math: 100 students with an average of 4 gifts needed (and that
might be low) equals 400 gifts. If each gift is worth $5, that’s $2,000. That
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amount is greatly offset by donations of items and proceeds from the Purse
Bash sale designated by the Board for Sierra Christmas Project use. Still,
that’s a lot of gifts, even though they are small.
           As usual, we will also be asking for volunteers to work a shift or two in
early December to help students select gifts and to wrap and tag them. It
usually takes us 4 to 5 days to work through all the students. We will also need
"set-up people" and "break-down people". This is a most heartwarming event,
so please keep your eyes and ears ready to receive the call-out.
           More information, sign-up sheets, and donation collection will start in
earnest in October.

AAUW LC Endowed NMSU Scholarship Awarded

AAUW-LC received notice from NMSU that the recipient of our 2019-2020
scholarship was Linda Angel. For the academic year, Linda received
$1292.11. Linda will graduate this month with a degree in Public Health. Linda
has been working as a Respiratory Therapist in Las Cruces as she continued
full-time status as a student. She intends to seek a master’s in social work and
public health.

"I cannot express how grateful and thankful I am that I was chosen to be given
this scholarship. I will continue to work hard, and I look forward to what the
future holds for me and my son. This is an exciting new chapter in our lives,
and I am looking forward to it. I appreciate this scholarship, every bit helps,
and I would like to say thank you once again for this opportunity. Sincerely,
Linda Angel"
 
We need an Academic Chair volunteer. If you cannot commit to being the
Academic Chair, please consider serving on the Scholarship Committee.

Interest Groups

Please use your Yearbook for member address,
phone number, and email address.

Anything Goes Book Group will meet via Zoom on Monday, Jan. 11th at 1:30
pm.  The book we will discuss will be "Last Days of Cafe Leila" by Donia Bijan.
For more information, contact Anne Chase

Anything Goes Fiction Book Group will meet via Zoom on Monday, Jan.
25th at 1:30 pm to discuss "The Book of Lost Friends" by Lisa Wingate.
Contact: Kay Williams

Daytime & Evening Bridge Schedule on hold
Contact: Carol Ann Council

Great Decisions will meet via Zoom on the 4th Tuesday of each month at
2:30 pm. Our next meeting is on January 26. Contact Jean Roach for more



information.

International Dining on hold
Contact: Deanise Marta

Going Places on hold
Contact: Linda Bennett

Chinese Mahjong zoom for chat/discussion
Contact: Rita Worrell

Want to know more about an Interest Group?

Contact the named "contact" for each Interest Group described above.
Interest groups offer an opportunity to get to know other AAUW LC members
in a more relaxed and informal environment. All are welcome.

Seen in Sun News 12/22/2020
Community Snapshot: Members of the Las
Cruces Chapter of the American Association of
University Women recently baked 40 dozen
cookies and delivered them to the nursing staff
at Mountain View Regional Medical Center. The
cookies were individually boxed and bagged,

and bore labels reading, "Happy Holidays and many thanks to
Mountain View Employees — True Heroes." 

Thanks go to Jacque Schur, Media Relations Coord for the PR. Thanks, also
go to Kay Williams, Rita Worrell, Kay Brilliant, and Laura Bemis for
coordinating this holiday event.

Of Note......

New email addresses:

Kay Williams new email: kayw02970@gmail.com

Donna Yargosz new email: dyargosz@gmail.com

Please make these changes in your Yearbook.

FYI.....
Two years of the Organ Mountain Views are available by clicking on the link to
the specific issue on our Website, Las Cruces-NM.aauw.net. The website is
updated frequently and includes information about upcoming programs as well
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as other information specific to our Branch and AAUW.

Also, check our Facebook page often, as Laura Bemis is keeping it up-to-
date and filled with timely articles and information.

All Above Board

Your elected and appointed Board of Directors meets monthly on the 1st
Monday from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. via Zoom, but normally at Peace Lutheran

Church. All members are welcome.

Order your personal Name
Badge at AAUW Name

Badge. Just $10.00.

(click on the underlined link)

Other AAUW Membership Benefits

Access to member benefits at AAUW.org with your membership number
assigned by AAUW. Benefits include discounts at Office Max, Travel
companies (Hertz, Colette, Dollar and Thrifty), and Insurance (Geico, Pet
insurance and Identify Insurance). The AAUW website is chocked full of helpful
information for women.

Communications
In addition to the Organ Mountain Views, (OMV), we maintain a Website and
Facebook page. All Branch email will be sent by Laura Bemis, President

https://www.facebook.com/AAUWLasCruces/
https://aauw.source4.com/b2c/ProductInfo.asp?Category=8541&Itm=131042
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and/or Kathy Cooke, Email Coordinator.

AAUW LC Website is maintained by Judy McGuire. Contact her with
comments. additions, or questions.. (click on link above: "AAUW Website")

A Facebook Page for AAUW LC is maintained by Laura Bemis. Each of us
may contact Laura with suggested additions, photos, etc. Be sure to "like" our
page so you will get updates. (click on link above: "Facebook")

NOTE: There are three green tabs at the end of this newsletter that will take you directly
to our website, AAUW NM website, and National AAUW's website.

Thinking of you.....
When you learn of a member who has medical issues,
personal loss or a reason for celebration or recognition, please
contact Judy McGuire by phone or text 575-932-9905 or email
judymcguire2@gmail.com so she can show our support. (click
on the email address as a direct link to your email provider)

Support our Advertisers

Cally Williams PotteryCally Williams Pottery
331 Capri Arc, Las Cruces, NM331 Capri Arc, Las Cruces, NM
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Comments and questions??

If you have suggestions or comments about the OMV or wish to advertise
here (cost is $50/year), please contact Judy McGuire, Editor.
judymcguire2@gmail.com

Thank you for reading

AAUW-LC, PO Box 1081, Las Cruces, NM 88004

Las Cruces Website New Mexico Website National Website
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