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Founded in 1923, AAUW's Mission is to advance gender equity forFounded in 1923, AAUW's Mission is to advance gender equity for
women and girls through research, education and advocacy.women and girls through research, education and advocacy.
NOTE: If you are reading the OMV online, the message will be "clipped". Click
on "view entire message" at end of the post.

December Program: Doña Ana Communities United

Our December 12th program will feature Kari Bachman.Kari Bachman. Ms.
Bachman has served as the Director of Doña Ana
Communities United (DACU) for the past five years. Prior to
this she worked for the NMSU Cooperative Extension
Service as a coordinator for the ICAN nutrition education
program. Kari obtained her MA in Agricultural and
Extension Education from NMSU and a BA in Political
Science from Swarthmore College. She served in the Peace Corps as a fish
culture volunteer in Zaire (now the DRC) and has also worked in Mexico and
the Dominican Republic.

DACU works with under-represented community members and policy makers
to advance health equity by addressing social determinants to health.

You will receive a Zoom invitation prior to the program, scheduled to begin at
9:30 am on Dec. 12th.

and..........

https://lascruces-nm.aauw.net/
http://salary.aauw.org
https://lascruces-nm.aauw.net/


Our December 5th gift giving drive-by was abruptly cut due to the surge in
COVID cases in our community. However, we can still donate to the chosen
organizations by sending a check with AAUW-LC in the memo line. The
organizations we picked were Tresco TOTS (1800 Copper Loop, 88005), La
Piñon Sexual Assault and Recovery Center (850 N. Motel Blvd Ste, B,
88007), Casa de Periegrinos, (999 W. Amador, Suite F, 88005), and Project
Link (assistance to homeless children) (Yvette Enriquez, McKinney-Vento
Project Link, Valley View Elementary School 915 E California, 88001)

"Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Joyful Kwanzaa" 
Elaine Rude and RoseAnn Hernandez, Program Co-VP

From our President: Laura Bemis

In 2018, my AAUW-LC network consisted of my Book Group, my Mahjong
Group and the monthly meetings. I enjoyed meeting new friends. Two of my
friends invited me to learn more about the Membership Co-Vice President
position and volunteered to mentor me, if I would consider the board position. I
took them up on that, volunteered, and was elected for the coming year. The
next year, I was asked to be on the ballot for Co-President position. That all
started 3 years ago – and I have truly enjoyed my terms on the Board. Why,
you may ask did I say yes. Well, not because it is easy – but because it is
personally challenging. I have contributed my time and talent to a cause that I
believe in and I have used both my problem-solving and communication
skills. I have also made lifelong friends. The branch needs leadership in order
to continue our mission. Board members contribute their time and talent, and
work closely with some incredibly generous people. Please consider if you can
lend your support to the AAUW-Las Cruces Board of Directors.

Thank you, PJ Coney, Branch Diversity Chair, for developing a Diversity
Survey for branch members. PJ offers it as a starting tool for conversations on
increasing diversity in our Branch. Please take time to read and answer the
Survey. Click on this link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CZZSS6Lhttps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CZZSS6L for the survey.

Our in-person holiday gathering is not possible this year but we do have a
dynamic program scheduled on Zoom for December 12th. Kari Bachman, from
Dona Ana Communities United will join us. Kari is a strong leader in our
community. You will find her dynamic and inspiring. I hope you will join us.

AAUW-Las Cruces was awarded our first Star in the AAUW 5 Star Program.

Dear AAUW Las Cruces (NM) Branch,
I hope this finds you all safe and well! I’m happy to share that your branch
achieved a star for Communications & External Relations in the Five-Star
Recognition Program! Your achievement will be recognized in our November
Membership Matters news hub.
 
We appreciate all that you do for AAUW’s mission and your example of how
we can use technology in the fight for gender equity. Thank you for your
participation in Five-Star and your hard work.
 
We look forward to your continued Five-Star success.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CZZSS6L


 
All the best, 
Nichia P. McFarlane
Engagement Associate, Advancement & Partnerships

With warm wishes and hope in my heart, I send you An Irish Christmas
Blessing: "May you be blessed with the spirit of the season, which is peace,
the gladness of the season, which is hope, and the heart of the season, which
is love". 

Laura Bemis
President

AAUW Dues Change

At its October 16, 2020, meeting, the AAUW Board of Directors voted to
increase Individual Member dues for the next three years. The dues will rise by
$3 for Fiscal Year (FY) 2022, $5 for FY 2023 and $5 for FY 2024, making the
total National dues amount for those years $62, $67 and $72, respectively. All
but $3 of your annual dues remains tax deductible.

An Invitation from League of Women Voters of SNM

Annually members of the League of Women Voters of Southern
New Mexico discuss priorities for the coming Legislative session
and then we invite local legislators to meet with us.  The legislators
share their priorities and we present ours.  After sharing our
priorities, we open up the meeting for questions from the
audience.  This year the conversation with legislators is scheduled
for Saturday, December 5, 2:00-3:30 PM on Zoom.  We’d
like to invite members of your nonpartisan organization to join us.

Laura will share the Zoom link with those who let her know they
are interested. lkbemis@gmail.com

Purse Bash Events End for the Year

Sometimes good things just need to hit the “Pause” button. So it
is with the Purse Bash. We held 3 online events and the Driveway
Sale and took in about $1800.
           In light of the Governor’s Shelter in Place order, and the
need to do our part to support it, we are canceling the
Jewelry/Gift Making Workshop for Dec. 3. Especially for the
Driveway Sale, there was a sharp drop-off in member
participation. With all of that, we will bide our time and wait for

mailto:lkbemis@gmail.com


better days when we can have a proper, in-person Purse Bash and
jewelry sale and invite the public.
           Many, many thanks to the Purse Committee (Laura Bemis,
Sherry Eichorn, Linda Bennett, Deanise Marta, and myself
[Donna Yargosz]), the Beading Group (Ann Kaiser, Lynne Lord,
RoseAnn Hernández, Laura Bemis, Gloria Tibbetts, and
myself), those who donated and purchased purses and tote bags,
and those who donated money. Special thanks to Laura Bemis who
helped the Purse Committee and Beading Group with her time,
efforts, and encouragement.
           Note: we are still filling orders for gift items. Beautiful
beaded bookmarks ($5), wine charms (set of 6 for $5), and
earrings ($2 fancy, $1 plain). We also have name tag lanyards
($12), eyeglass holders ($10), mask holders ($8), fantastic
keychains ($5), along with lovely bracelets and necklaces ($5)
with a holiday vibe.
           If you are interested, please order soon, as we anticipate a
bit of a rush as soon as some California fans see what we’ve
got. It takes us a little while to hand-make these things, so please
give us adequate time. Contact Donna Yargosz by phone (575-312-
2145) or email (NEW email: dyargosz@gmail.com).

All Above Board

Your elected and appointed Board of Directors
meets monthly on the 1st Monday from 9:30 to 11:30
am via ZOOM, but normally at Peace Lutheran
Church.

The Board of Directors, at the November 2nd
meeting, had a discussion about AAUW’s messaging
in opposing the nomination and confirmation of Amy
Coney Barrett to the US Supreme Court. The board
decided to ask Julia Brown, Board Chair, to attend a
meeting with members to discuss how public statements from AAUW are
approved, the future direction of AAUW and the increase in member dues. 

Board members, in attendance, voted unanimously to have the president write
a letter to AAUW Board of Directors and staff voicing the Board's opinion that
the statements regarding Judge Barrett were unnecessarily harsh and
personal. The Board’s concern is that the statements crossed into a partisan
posture. The letter was sent to Julia Brown and Kim Churches, CEO. Click on
this link to read the letter: Coney Barrett Letter to AAUW

Request from PJ Coney, Diversity Chair
Diversity is a commitment and ongoing process of inclusion that encourages
the presence and participation of all, reflecting the demographics of those we

https://files.constantcontact.com/07dab592301/de2b38ab-9589-4e75-b0a6-bbbefdbc58a7.pdf


serve. While gender is not an issue for AAUW, it is imperative to define which
of the key diversity concerns should drive AAUW-Las Cruces toward
excellence in service. With this in mind, please take the Survey Monkey
survey. This tool can assist with our D&I efforts going forward. Thank you in
advance for your time and thoughtful consideration to this request. Click on
this link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CZZSS6L for the survey.

New Virtual Video at NMSU Exhibits

I invite you to visit the NMSU Online exhibit page to view the most recent
exhibit curated by Jennifer Olguin and Teddie Moreno. We initially wanted to
install a physical exhibit, but due to the pandemic our plans had to change - I
think the video was a great alternative in honoring the women in our region. 
  
Please note:
The exhibits are in alphabetical order located within the NMSU online exhibit
page, please scroll to the bottom of the page to reach Extraordinary Women:
Advocacy, Activism, and Sisterhood. 
 
NMSU Online Exhibit page for Extraordinary Women: Advocacy, Activism, and
Sisterhood: https://lib.nmsu.edu/exhibits/index.html  
YouTube Link: https://youtu.be/XKTeFz3qSDo

COVID-19 UPDATE
The heightened restrictions statewide, enacted through an amended
emergency public health order issued by the state Department of Health, will
be in effect for two weeks. The restrictions are effective Monday, Nov. 16,
through Wednesday, Dec 2. The amended emergency public health order is
attached to this news release. The restrictions will continue county-by-county
depending on COVID-19 statistics. 
 
New Mexicans are instructed to stay at home except for only those trips that
are essential to health, safety and welfare – such as for food and water,
emergency medical care, to obtain a flu shot or to obtain a test for COVID-19.
Essential businesses – such as grocery stores, pharmacies, shelters, child
care facilities, gas stations, infrastructure operations and others – must
minimize operations and in-person staffing to the greatest extent possible but
may remain open for limited essential in-person activities. 

Read more: Re-enacting the most heightened level of statewide public
health (click on link)

Our Branch’s First President
By Ruth Jaure, AAUW/LC HistorianBy Ruth Jaure, AAUW/LC Historian

Mary Lizzy Curtis Foster, known as her childhood nick name
“Lou,” was a founding member of our AAUW chapter,
establishing it as the first chapter in New Mexico in 1923.
She also became its first president that year.[1][1]

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CZZSS6L
https://lib.nmsu.edu/exhibits/index.html
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FXKTeFz3qSDo&data=04%7C01%7Cjechavez%40nmsu.edu%7Ca8ea8fbc882142a9e67a08d88d8901b9%7Ca3ec87a89fb84158ba8ff11bace1ebaa%7C1%7C0%7C637414966889259408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oS3IpQLQfd%2B0dXwjJsIKFx8%2FbEl%2FwRPd%2BHGEcVO2k8M%3D&reserved=0
https://www.newmexico.gov/2020/11/13/n-m-hits-reset-re-enacting-most-heightened-level-of-statewide-public-health-restrictions/


Born in Kentucky in 1853, Lou Curtis and her family were
like many other pioneers of that era, searching for
opportunities in the western frontier. They moved from
Kentucky when Lou was 3 months old, living with relatives
in Wisconsin until her father purchased a homestead in
Bremer County, Iowa. Her autobiography "The Pioneer
Girl[2][2]" narrates life on the Iowa prairie for Lou, her four
siblings, parents and grandparents. Never an easy life, the
family suffered through crop failures, prairie fires, and
severe winters.
 
Lou received a teaching certificate around age 16  after
attending Upper Iowa University in Fayette, Iowa. But, after
a year of teaching at a nearby school, she decided to enroll
at the Iowa Agricultural College (now Iowa State University)

in Ames. She earned her B.S. in Home Economics in 1875.[3][3] She was an outgoing student,
active in the drama club, the oratorical association, and the Philomath a literary society, where
she cultivated her life-long love of reading.

A year later in Iowa, Lou married Luther Foster, an 1872 graduate of IAC. Together they had
four daughters, moving west in the 1880s, living in South Dakota, Montana, and Utah, where
Luther engaged in agricultural education work.

During these years, Lou was active in the community, social circles and clubs like Montana’s
Botanical Garden in Bozeman. In 1899, at the Second Annual Meeting of the Mothers’
Assembly of Utah, she gave a paper on the “Benefits of Club Work in Household Economics.”
She challenged homemakers to “give earnest thought to every advance movement… (we must)
digest carefully what we hear and read, discriminate wisely between the fanciful and that of
which is genuine value.” (Salt Lake Herald. April 12, 1899.)

In 1901, Luther became President of NMSU’s predecessor so they moved to Las Cruces. Even
though his term ended in 1908, they remained in Las Cruces and were well-known throughout
New Mexico. As usual, Lou was active in the community and social clubs, in particular,
satisfying her love of reading as President of the Wednesday Literary Club.

With her prominence in the state, commitment to education, and clubs’ activities, she was an
obvious choice to help establish the first AAUW Chapter in New Mexico. In 1923, when Lou was
70, AAUW headquarters implemented a vigorous outreach campaign, aimed at reaching those
states without chapters. New Mexico was one of six such states so efforts were made to
specifically recruit our state. [4]  Her expertise was exactly what was needed.

Lou remained in Las Cruces until her husband passed away in 1933. After his death, she moved
to Glendale, California to be near her daughter until her passing on September 29, 1944.

Aside from her book, Lou was an accomplished poet with poems published in an anthology of
contemporary American poets. The following poems appear in her autobiography.

GirlhoodGirlhood
Dawn the mornings clear and bright,
Blythely run the days,
Sunset colors tint at night,
Pleasant all the girlhood ways.
L.C.F.



The Prairie Years.The Prairie Years.
I climbed the high mountains,
Sailed over the sea,
But the song of the Prairie,
Went ever with me.
L.C.F.

[1][1] Written records for 1924-1938 do not exist so it is unknow how long Ms. Foster served or who else served
as president.
[2][2] Foster, Lou Curtis. A Pioneer Girl. Copyright 1950
https://archive.org/details/autobiographyofp00fost/page/n5/mode/2up
[3][3] Iowa State University, Special Collections and University Archives: RS 21/7/217. Lou Curtis Foster (1853-
1944)
Autograph and photograph album, 1875;
http://findingaids.lib.iastate.edu/spcl/arch/rgrp/21-7-217.html
[4][4] The Journal of AAUW - 1923. Volume 16-17. Page 87-88. https://books.google.com/books?
id=1nE0AQAAMAAJ&source=gbs_navlinks_s

Do you Know HERStory?

For those who turn up their noses at the words feminists and feminism or scoff
that feminism is a dirty and utterly pointless word please read this and realize
the following list is of NINE things a woman couldn’t do until.... dates vary but
most are in the 70s and 80s.....
1. Get a Credit Card in her own name – it wasn’t until 1974 that a law forced
credit card companies to issue cards to women without their husband’s
signature.
2. Be guaranteed that they wouldn’t be unceremoniously fired for the offense
of getting pregnant – that changed with the Pregnancy Discrimination Act of
1978.
3. Serve on a jury - It varied by state (Utah deemed women fit for jury duty way
back in 1879), but the main reason women were kept out of jury pools was
that they were considered the center of the home, which was their primary
responsibility as caregivers. They were also thought to be too fragile to hear
the grisly details of crimes and too sympathetic by nature to be able to remain
objective about those accused of offenses. In 1961, the Supreme Court
unanimously upheld a Florida law that exempted women from serving on
juries. It wasn't until 1973 that women could serve on juries in all 50 states.
4. Fight on the front lines – admitted into military academies in 1976 it wasn’t
until 2013 that the military ban on women in combat was lifted. Prior to 1973
women were only allowed in the military as nurses or support staff.
5. Get an Ivy League education - Yale and Princeton didn't accept female
students until 1969. Harvard didn't admit women until 1977 (when it merged
with the all-female Radcliffe College). Brown (which merged with women's
college Pembroke), Dartmouth and Columbia did not offer admission to
women until 1971, 1972 and 1981, respectively. Other case-specific instances
allowed some women to take certain classes at Ivy League institutions (such
as Barnard women taking classes at Columbia), but by and large, women in
the '60s who harbored Ivy League dreams had to put them on hold.
6. Take legal action against workplace sexual harassment. Indeed the first time



a court recognized office sexual harassment as grounds for any legal action
was in 1977.
7. Decide not to have sex even if their husband wanted to – spousal rape
wasn’t criminalized in all 50 states until 1993. Read that again...1993.
8. Obtain health insurance at the same monetary rate as a man. Sex
discrimination wasn’t outlawed in health insurance until 2010 and today many,
including sitting elected officials at the Federal level, feel women don’t mind
paying a little more. Again, that date was 2010.
9. Also, take the birth control pill: Issues like reproductive freedom and a
woman's right to decide when and whether to have children were only just
beginning to be openly discussed in the 1960s. In 1957, the FDA approved of
the birth control pill but only for "severe menstrual distress." In 1960, the pill
was approved for use as a contraceptive. Even so, the pill was illegal in some
states and could be prescribed only to married women for purposes of family
planning, and not all pharmacies stocked it. Some of those opposed said oral
contraceptives were immoral, promoted prostitution and were tantamount to
abortion. It wasn't until several years later that the birth control pill was
approved for use by all women, regardless of marital status. In short, birth
control meant a woman could complete her education, enter the work force
and plan her own life.....
Oh, and one more thing, prior to 1880 the age of consent for sex was set at 10
or 12 in more states, with the exception of Delaware – where it was 7 YEARS
OLD!
Feminism is NOT just for other women.
KNOW your HERstory.
Shared from Feminist News and CNN, submitted by Kay Brilliant

Interest Groups
Please use your Yearbook for member address,

phone number, and email address.
Note: Interest groups are on hold or meeting via Zoom for now.

Anything Goes Book Group will meet via Zoom on Monday, Dec. 14th
at 1:30 pm. The book we will discuss is "Their Eyes Were Watching God",
by Zora Neale Hurston.
Contact: Anne Chase

Anything Goes Fiction Book Group will meet on Zoom on Dec. 14 at 1:30
pm to discuss "Snow" by John Banville.
Contact: Kay Williams

Daytime & Evening Bridge Schedule

Contact: Carol Ann Council

Great Decisions will resume Zoom meetings in January. If you want join and
have not yet ordered a Briefing Book for 2021, please click:  Foreign Policy
Association (fpa.org)
Contact: Anne Chase & Jean Roach
International Dining

https://www.fpa.org/great_decisions/?act=gd_materials


Contact: Deanise Marta

Going Places

Contact: Linda Bennett

Chinese Mahjong

Contact: Rita Worrell

Want to know more about an Interest Group?

Contact the named "contact" for each Interest Group described above.
Interest groups offer an opportunity to get to know other AAUW LC members
in a more relaxed and informal environment. All are welcome.

Order your personal Name
Badge at AAUW Name

Badge. Just $10.00.

(click on the underlined link)

Other AAUW Membership Benefits

Access to member benefits at AAUW.org with your membership number
assigned by AAUW. Benefits include discounts at Office Max, Travel
companies (Hertz, Colette, Dollar and Thrifty), and Insurance (Geico, Pet
insurance and Identify Insurance). The AAUW website is chocked full of helpful
information for women.

Communications
In addition to the Organ Mountain Views, (OMV, we maintain a Website and
Facebook page. All Branch email will be sent by Laura Bemis, President

https://aauw.source4.com/b2c/ProductInfo.asp?Category=8541&Itm=131042
http://aauw.org/


and/or Kathy Cooke, Email Coordinator.

AAUW LC Website is maintained by Judy McGuire. Contact her with
comments. additions, or questions.. (click on link above: "AAUW Website")

A Facebook Page for AAUW LC has recently been updated and is
maintained by Laura Bemis. Each of us may contact Laura with suggested
additions, photos, etc. Be sure to "like" our page so you will get updates. (click
on link above: "Facebook")

NOTE: There are three green tabs at the end of this newsletter that will take you directly
to our website, AAUW NM website and/or National AAUW's website.

Thinking of you.....
When you learn of a member who has medical issues,
personal loss or a reason for celebration or recognition, please
contact Judy McGuire by phone or text 575-932-9905 or email
judymcguire2@gmail.com so she can show our support. (click
on the email address as a direct link to your email provider)

Support our Advertisers
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Comments and questions

If you have suggestions or comments about the OMV or wish to advertise
here (cost is $50/year), please contact Judy McGuire, editor.
judymcguire2@gmail.com

Thank you for reading

AAUW-LC, PO Box 1081, Las Cruces, NM 88004

Las Cruces Website New Mexico Website National Website
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