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NOTE: If you are reading the OMV online or in an email, the message will be
"clipped". Click on "view entire message" at end of the post.

Online voter information is available at vote411.org. (If you
click on the link, you will go right to New Mexico information.)

Please VOTE in this important election for local, state and
national offices and issues.

November Program
Do you have questions about Wills, Estate Planning,
Trusts, Long-term Care Insurance and other aspects

of Elder Law?
Attorney Michelle Ungvarsky of Estrada Law PC, in Las

Cruces, will give us a presentation and answer questions
in our November Program:

Date : Saturday November 14th
Time : 9.30 – 11.00 am

Format : Zoom Presentation
You will be invited in an email, which will have a link to the Zoom presentation.
Michelle has a unique understanding of the issues related to planning for life
events. The protection of our finances, especially when it comes to having

https://lascruces-nm.aauw.net/
https://www.vote411.org/new-mexico
https://lascruces-nm.aauw.net/


them exempt from being used to pay for care in later life is why we need a
lawyer with substantial elder law experience to explain some of the aspects of

the complicated financial, and legal terminology of Elder Law.
website: EstradaLawPC

From our President: Laura Bemis

What a fun Zoom Annual Meeting we had on October 10. Jennifer Alvarado
updated us on the Children’s Reading Alliance and how volunteers are helping
with current projects. Meg Long updated us on the Aggie Cupboard at NMSU
and its various outreach services. These two women are absolutely
outstanding leaders in our community.

As October closes out and we approach election day, November 3rd ... I think
fall will be a good time for all of us to take a few deep breaths. We are COVID-
fatigued, heading into the holiday season with only limited plans, and longing
for a return to ‘normal’.

The disappointment I hear from members who miss their families, friends and
activities lingers. One thing we can do, is to sit outside in this beautiful state,
close our eyes and breathe.
 
October 29th is Latina Equal Pay Day. This is the last of the Equal Pay Days
which symbolically women catch up to men’s average earnings from the
previous year. AAUW has taken a wider view to focus on how the pandemic is
amplifying and exacerbating all of the nation’s economic inequities.

“The issues we have long been fighting for are now alarmingly urgent: Low-
wage workers – 54 percent of whom are women – are bearing the brunt of the
coronavirus pandemic as they lose jobs by the millions. Those who’ve been
working part time – again predominantly women – often don’t have basic
employee benefits, including health insurance coverage. The increasing
numbers of gig workers also have no benefits.”   Kim Churches, CEO, AAUW

So, after that deep breathing, remember there is work to do right here in Las
Cruces. There are women working toward their degrees, often from home,
where their children, or even their siblings are studying or working as well.
Many non-profit agencies are resetting their outreach – maybe there is
something we can each do to ease the stress of these agencies and their
clients. 
Laura Bemis, President

http://www.estradalawpc.com/


Beverly with her daughter, Valerie and
Carol Ann Council

2019

Memorial - Beverly Stiles

Beverly Stiles was a life member of AAUW and a stalwart contributor to the
work of our Las Cruces Branch. Along the way she touched hearts and
challenged minds with her outspoken practical suggestions and astute insights
as well as with quiet encouraging conversations and kind notes. She had a
droll sense of humor that could catch you off guard. Beneath a sometimes-
gruff exterior was the heart of an extremely caring person with strong
convictions and unwavering support for the wellbeing of children. Over the
years she worked on major branch projects to empower women and girls
including Expanding Your Horizons, Teen Esteem, scholarships for non-
traditional women students returning to college, and the expansion of Girls
Can!!

Beverly was the kind of member who kept the wheels turning without seeking
or accepting accolades. She led as President of our branch from 1983-85
when the Careers from A to Z project was getting started. Throughout the
years she was always there when you needed her. She worked on bylaws,
political round tables, lobbying and forums. She baked casseroles for an
AAUW-NM-regional conference when the branch couldn’t afford a hotel; she
was active in the planning and execution of a joint NM-TX States Convention
in the mid-1990’s.

A favorite memory is Beverly in a batter-splashed apron holding forth above
three boiling pots of hot oil at our Churros Booth for the very first Whole
Enchilada Fiesta on the downtown mall.

Beverly and her late husband Tom supported all local theater, the symphony,
the Mesilla Valley Concerts series and rarely missed a performance. Her
home-grown strawberries, which she shared graciously, were unbelievably
delicious. During the difficult last two years of her life she remained active with
the branch Past Presidents group to continue to support our new branch
presidents.
compiled by Rorie Measure



Here are a few other comments from her AAUW sisters:

I remembered a branch meeting a few years ago where the recipient of our
scholarship was a guest. She was an older woman and was very shy and
hesitant to tell her life story to what must have been an imposing group.
Beverly spoke up, asking the question while raising her own hand, " Who of us
here was the first person in her family to go to college?"  A large number of
hands were raised. The woman relaxed after seeing so many hands and told
us her story. It was typical of Beverly to see the problem and take action.
LaJune Smith

A few thoughts: she taught 7th grade math at Alameda Jr. Hi, Sierra Jr. Hi, and
Vista Middle School throughout the 1970s, 80s and 90s. She and Tom enjoyed
many many years of square dancing. They built their home on the east mesa
from the ground up. She had a hearty laugh you could recognize anywhere.
She was an excellent cook. Although appearing to have a gruff nature she had
a heart of gold recognizing the needy and reaching out with aid. She had a
remarkable memory and was as sharp as a tack. Her body gave out on her but
never her mind.   
Lynn Mulholland

Such sad news. Beverly was a stalwart supporter of AAUW. I remember both
of us preparing casseroles for the State meetings being held in Las Cruces --
in the 80s when the branch had no money to meet in a hotel.
Mary Berry

Great supporter of women's rights, intelligent, outspoken, droll sense of humor
under her sometimes gruff exterior was a heart of gold, an extremely caring
individual with deeply felt convictions and unstoppable support for the well-
being of children. Beverly and Tom supported local theater and political
roundtables. She was always there when you needed her.
Carol Ann Council

Beverly was one of twenty AAUW members who attended a computer class at
DACC in 1997.  As the instructor, I found her to be a thoughtful and grateful
person and a devoted member of the computer Interest Group for the next 4
years.  She said what she thought and always did the right thing. I could tell
she had been a caring teacher!  I will miss her stability! I admired her greatly
for her sense of fairness, kindness, thoughtfulness and generosity, and I
learned a lot from her through the years.
Shirley Armstrong

Jewelry/Gift Driveway Sale:
Nov. 6 and 7, 10 to 2 each day

or by appointment
           By now you are probably aware that we have had 2 purse sales and

a tote bag sale. BUT WAIT! --- THERE’S MORE!
           The Beading Group has been busy for months creating beautifully
beaded items, and now they’re ready for you to have some of these
gorgeous, useful items for yourself, or as gifts.
           Items will include lanyard name tags, eyeglass holders, mask



holders (what a great idea!), blingy keychains, purse charms, and
handmade jewelry, along with a few surprises. If there is space, we may
have some purses for you to see in-person.
           This is an in-person driveway sale, so we will be masked and socially
distanced. You can park on the street and walk in and shop alone safely
without store crowds.
           The items are lovely and useful, and the prices are great. A price
list will be sent ahead of time, but generally the prices are far below what
you would pay on Etsy or even eBay.
           The driveway is at Donna Yargosz’ house, 4000 Senna Dr., just off
Las Alturas.
           ALSO, you can sign up for the Jewelry/Gift Making Workshop, to
be held Thursday, Dec. 3, in person or by Zoom. See the article below.     

JEWELRY/GIFT MAKING WORKSHOP
THURSDAY, DEC. 3, 9:30 to 11:00

In person or by Zoom
         What fun! Actually, flexible fun: you can attend the workshop in
person (6 person maximum) or attend by Zoom.
           You will make a gorgeous, blingy keychain, a fabulous metal
bookmark, and a lovely bracelet. AND you will receive for free your choice
of a name tag lanyard OR an eyeglass holder OR a mask holder.
           We will provide all the materials (beads and metal findings). If you
attend in person, you can use all the tools on hand, plus have "beaders" on
hand to help.
           If you attend by Zoom, you will receive all materials at your house,
but you will have to have on hand one set of pliers (needle nose or blunt
tip) and sturdy scissors (or a wire cutter). You will make the items step-
by-step with an instructor on Zoom.
           All this for only $20, cash or check (to AAUW-LC).
           For questions or to sign up, email Donna Yargosz at
yargoszdonna@yahoo.com. We’ll ask a few questions about your color and
style preferences and how you want to receive your materials if you will be
on Zoom.
           The Beading Group is so happy to do this! We hope you can join us
one way or another.

Some Interesting AAUW LC History
In May 1923, the first branch of the American Association of University Women
(AAUW) in New Mexico was founded at the New Mexico College of Agriculture
and Mechanical Arts in Las Cruces. Shortly thereafter, on June 25, 1923, the
national association of AAUW formally recognized the branch as an affiliate,
incorporating it into the national structure. Mrs. Mary Lizzy Curtis Foster was
a founding member and became its first president that year. Mrs. Foster had
a teaching certificate from Upper Iowa University in Fayette, Iowa. After
teaching for one year, she enrolled in Iowa Agricultural College in Ames,
receiving her B.S. in 1875.

Within ten years after the Las Cruces branch's founding, four other New

mailto:yargoszdonna@yahoo.com


Mexico branches had been established - Albuquerque, Carlsbad, Santa Fe,
and Roswell - to form AAUW's New Mexico Division. Other branches followed
and as of December 2019, the New Mexico Division had nine branches. Since
April 25, 1959, the Las Cruces branch has been known as AAUW/LC. In 1960,
the college changed its name to New Mexico State University (NMSU).

From the beginning, branch members pursued national and local recognition,
striving to help the college become an AAUW college/university accredited
member. As part of the initiative, AAUW/LC campaigned for a woman on the
college's Board of Regents. In August 1954, the Board welcomed its first
woman, Ms. Earl Corn, from Dexter, NM, who replaced a deceased member.
That fall, in November 1954, after more than thirty years of working toward the
goal, AAUW/LC finally got the college accredited into AAUW's national
membership. This meant that graduates with degrees in home economics,
home economics education, and foods and nutrition could become AAUW
members.

But, just three years later, in 1957, the college's AAUW accreditation was
threatened after a post accreditation inspection by the national AAUW found
the woman's physical education program was poor and the campus lacked
decent gym facilities for women. The college took steps to address the issue,
using $150,000 from a Building and Improvement Bond. By December 1959, it
dedicated the Rentfrow Gymnasium as the first women's physical education
facility.

There are no written records of the branch activities between 1923 and 1938
and no known activities were planned nor were events held. However, there
are indications the branch was active but very small due to the limited number
of women in the community eligible for AAUW membership. Membership
appears to have fluctuated with at least one document showing that during the
1932-33 branch year, it had 38 members but by December 1933, eleven
members had resigned because they moved away for various reasons.

The following bullets highlight a few of AAUW/LC's accomplishments
throughout the years.
1 • 1935-1936: Established a child study group – the first of its kind. Also,
members organized a literature study group and at each monthly meeting one
person reviewed a prominent new book. The public and college libraries added
the group's books to their collections.
2 • 1941-1942: Sponsored one of its first projects - hot lunches for children
attending the Booker T. Washington School in Las Cruces. The program
lasted through the 1947-1948 school year.
3 • 1942-1945: Members worked in the Red Cross Surgical Dressing Rooms,
on war bond drives, and relief drives as well as helping with parties for
servicemen stationed in the area. In 1944, they sold $2,210 in bonds and
stamps.
4 • 1946: The social studies committee analyzed problems low income families
were encountering in a post-war economy. This led to collaborations with other
community groups, which ultimately sponsored a series of well-child clinics
throughout Doña Ana County for nine months starting in June 1949.
5 • 1953: Initiated a radio book quiz to stimulate interest in reading among
young people. The project continued through 1958; then it was co-sponsored
with the PTA and various other sponsors until 1970.
6 • 1955: Began "Girl of the Month," honoring an outstanding senior high



school girl each month. (This program ended in April 1978)
7 • 1958: Helped form a mental health committee, which brought the first
psychiatrist and psychiatric social worker to the community.
8 • 1965-1966: The juvenile justice committee began working to introduce a
juvenile jury project in the county. The branch presented its opinion to the
county commissioners that the new jail being built must provide separate
facilities for juveniles and the mentally ill.
9 • 1975: Joined other organizations to fight bills introduced in the legislature
to rescind the New Mexico ratification of the federal Equal Rights Amendment
and attempts to initiate actions to repeal the amendment NM voters had
already approved.
10 • 1975-1985: Had a national and state-wide presence through Mary Welsh,
Ed. D., branch president from 1976-1977. Dr. Welsh helped establish the
creation of the NM Commission on the Status of Women and regularly made
presentations at annual conferences for organizations like the NM Vocational
Home Economics Association and the NM Home Economics Association. She
was appointed to AAUW's National Topic Committee, "Families Facing
Change," contributing to the national discussion on the topic. Over the years,
she made more than 135 prepared speeches at meetings and conferences
around NM. Dr. Welsh was the frequent guest on several television programs
in Albuquerque and Las Cruces and on local radio talk shows, promoting family
studies classes.
11 • 1982: Held financial planning workshops open to the public which over
100 people attended. As a result, a series of workshops, called "Money Talks",
were held.
12 • 1997 – Inspired by Careers A to Z and How Schools Short-change Girls,
the branch sponsored a careers workshop "Expanding Your Horizons" in 1996.
It was co-sponsored by the NM Network for Women in Science and
Engineering. In 1997, the branch sponsored Girls Can! in which 156 sixth
grade girls attended more than 20 career exploratory workshops. The program
continues today with over 250 girls attending in 2019.
13 • 2003 – Established the Scholarship Endowment for Women program to
make an annual award to a student living in Doña Ana County with a
cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher.
14 • 2014 – Hosted the inaugural Tech Trek NM (TTNM) program in Las
Cruces in July on the NMSU campus, hosting 52 young women from 19 cities
throughout NM. TTNM 2015 was held at NM Highlands University in Las
Vegas, bringing in 50 young women. Since 2016, TTNM has been held at New
Mexico Tech at Socorro hosting 60-65 8th-grade girls.
The program is a week-long science, technology, engineering, and math
summer camp for rising eighth-grade girls. The camp is designed to develop
girls' interest, excitement, and self-confidence in STEM fields.
Source: AAUW/LC Collection, NMSU Archives and Special Collections

Trailblazing Women

Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2020

On hearing that they had been awarded a Nobel
Chemistry Prize for their groundbreaking work on
gene-editing Jennifer Doudna and Emmanuelle

https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/chemistry/2020/press-release/


Charpentier said they hoped it would inspire a new
generation of women in science.

Charpentier and Doudna are the first all-woman
team to receive a Nobel science prize and become
the sixth and seventh women to be honored for their
research in chemistry since the first awards in 1901.

The scientists said they hoped that the Nobel recognition would also help light
up a path for young women entering a field still dominated by men.
"My wish is that this will provide a positive message to the young girls who
would like to follow the path of science, and to show them that women in
science can also have an impact through the research that they are
performing," Charpentier said.

Doudna told reporters that it was "great for especially younger women to see
this and to see that women's work can be recognized as much as men's."

Breaking the Glass Ceiling

Two other very significant business announcements occurred in September
2020: Citigroup announced that Jane Fraser will become its chief executive
officer in February 2021 and Kathryn Farmer became the CEO of BNSF
Railway. When she takes over the reins, Fraser will become the first woman
to lead a major financial institution in the U.S. Similarly, Farmer became the
first female CEO of a major railway operator in North America.

Interest Groups

Please use your Yearbook for member address,
phone number, and email address.

Note: Interest groups are on hold or meeting via Zoom for now.

Anything Goes Book Group will meet via Zoom on Monday, November 9th at
1:30 pm to discuss "American Ghost" by Hannah Nordhaus
Contact: Anne Chase

Anything Goes Fiction Book Group will meet via Zoom to discuss "A
Gentleman in Moscow" by Amor Towles on November 16th at 1:30 pm
Contact: Kay Williams

Daytime & Evening Bridge Schedule on hold for now
Contact: Carol Ann Council

Great Decisions This year’s Great Decisions interest group met successfully
via Zoom in September and plans to do so again in October.  Because the
books for the 2021 Great Decisions year are ordered before the end of this
year, we need to know now if you plan to join next year’s group.  The price of
books is usually between $25 and $30 depending on the number ordered. We



will continue meeting virtually until Branigan Library is again available.  Please
email Anne Chase at achase202@gmail.com if you wish to order a book
and be part of the AAUW 2021 Great Decisions interest group.
Contact: Shirley Armstrong
International Dining on hold for now
Contact: Deanise Marta

Going Places on hold for now
Contact: Linda Bennett

Chinese Mahjong on hold for now
Contact: Rita Worrell

Want to know more about an Interest Group?

Contact the named "contact" for each Interest Group described above.
Interest groups offer an opportunity to get to know other AAUW LC members
in a more relaxed and informal environment. All are welcome.

Correction:

The picture labeled Judy Long in the October OMV is actually
Judy Wendell

All Above Board

Your elected and appointed Board of Directors meets monthly on the 1st
Monday from 9:30 am to 11:30 am via Zoom at the present, but normally at
Peace Lutheran Church.

mailto:achase202@gmail.com


Order your personal Name
Badge at AAUW Name

Badge. Just $10.00.

(click on the underlined link)

Other AAUW Membership Benefits

Access to member benefits at AAUW.org with your membership number
assigned by AAUW. Benefits include discounts at Office Max, Travel
companies (Hertz, Colette, Dollar and Thrifty), and Insurance (Geico, Pet
insurance and Identity Insurance). The AAUW website is full of helpful
information for women.

Communications
NOTE: There are three green tabs at the end of this newsletter that will take you directly
to our website, AAUW NM website and/or National AAUW's website.

Thinking of you.....
When you learn of a member who has medical issues,
personal loss or a reason for celebration or recognition, please
contact Judy McGuire by phone 575-932-9905 or email
judymcguire2@gmail.com so she can show our support with
a card. (click on the email address as a direct link to your email
provider)

Support our Advertisers

Cally Williams PotteryCally Williams Pottery
331 Capri Arc, Las Cruces, NM331 Capri Arc, Las Cruces, NM

575-526-5250 callwill@hotmail.com575-526-5250 callwill@hotmail.com

https://aauw.source4.com/b2c/ProductInfo.asp?Category=8541&Itm=131042
http://aauw.org/
mailto:judymcguire2@gmail.com


Comments and questions

If you have suggestions or comments about the OMV or wish to advertise
here (cost is $50/year), please contact Judy McGuire, editor.
judymcguire2@gmail.com

Thank you for reading

AAUW-LC, PO Box 1081, Las Cruces, NM 88004

Las Cruces Website New Mexico Website National Website
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