
ORGAN MOUNTAIN VIEWS
ISSUE: 1 VOL: XXV September 2020

Founded in 1923, AAUW's Mission is to advance gender equity forFounded in 1923, AAUW's Mission is to advance gender equity for
women and girls through research, education and advocacy.women and girls through research, education and advocacy.

Welcome back. The coming year will be interesting, at best. The current
Pandemic will likely affect our lives for many months more. AAUW LC
appreciates your ongoing support and interest. More than ever, the OMV will
serve as our main means of communication. Also, now is the time to look out
for ourselves and each other...check on other members, eat right and
exercise.

You will soon receive the updated Yearbook that contains everyone's address
and phone number. MOST important, VOTE in the November 3 elections. Visit
https://www.donaanacounty.org/elections/vcc#absenteevoting for detailed
information on voting this year. Early voting begins October 6. The next OMV
will include information about voting.

As always, please send me comments, suggestions, etc for the OMV.
Judy McGuire, Editor

From our President: Laura Bemis

Welcome AAUW-LC members to the opening of our 2020-2021 year. 

https://lascruces-nm.aauw.net/
https://www.donaanacounty.org/elections/vcc#absenteevoting
https://lascruces-nm.aauw.net/


The information below is borrowed from the AAUW Action Fund’s Voter Issue
Guide “It’s My Vote I Will Be Heard”. Over the past two weeks, we have heard
from both political parties. They each have a distinctly different message and
both parties rely on the individual voter to achieve victory.

The past year women have celebrated the Centennial Anniversary of passage
of the 19th Amendment. Over the summer we were reminded of importance the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and its goal tor all citizens. There is no better time to
exercise our right to vote. When women vote, we change the Conversation.

“AAUW and the AAUW Action Fund encourage voters to get involved in the
political process, and to better understand the impact that legislative action –
or lack thereof – can have on all the spheres of their lives, including women’s
economic security, education, and leadership opportunities.
 
And still, the 2020 election is different. More challenging. Over the course of
139 years, AAUW has not faced the obstacles we now confront: fighting for a
safe and just election during the time of COVID-19.
 
As we enter this season of political punditry and campaign promises, we must
identify those who would best represent our values and those who would roll
back our rights. To create real change, women must be part of the
conversation, and the most powerful way for us to chime in is at the polls.”
 
We encourage you to Register to vote - Request a Absentee Ballot -
Participate in early voting - Inform yourselves and Vote in your best
interest. 

if you need more information or a ride to the polls, your AAUW-LC members
are here to help. Your Yearbook should arrive by mail by mid-September.

As always, Stay safe, Wear a mask – Social Distance and let us know if you
need anything.

Laura Bemis, President

September AAUW LC
Drive Up Food and Book Drive

Saturday September 12th, 9:30 - 11:00 am, Peace Lutheran Church
Parking Lot (1701 E. Missouri)

Members are invited to bring non-perishable food and/or new or gently used
children's books. We are gathering food for the Aggie Cupboard at NMSU.
We are also gathering books for infants - 5th grade for the Children's
Reading Alliance. The 2020-2021 AAUW LC Yearbook will be available for
you to pick up.

The Aggie Cupboard distributes food to NMSU students, who need support
during the semester. The Children's Reading Alliance mentors children
throughout the county with this message: “Read with a child every day” and
support programs designed to place books in the hands of families.



Rules: Wear your mask - Stay in your car - Drive thru only
There will be 3 stops - 1. drop off your donation, 2. pick up your 2020-2021
Yearbook, 3. pick up AAUW-LC "Voting 2021" information.  

Hope to see you there. 

Purse Bash Event
The Purse Bash Committee has already been
busy digging out and collecting purses. We will
gladly take any donated purses whether a famous brand, a knock-off, or a
regular, everyday purse. 
           We will also take tote bags, wallets, scarves, and travel items. The
beading group will contribute eyeglass lanyards, ID card lanyards, purse
charms, wine charms, beaded key chains, beaded pens, the cutest zipper pulls
in the world, and beaded jewelry sets.
           Your donations will be gratefully received. Remember, the purpose of
this fund-raiser is both for the scholarship fund and the Sierra Middle School
Christmas Project.
           It should be a wonderful, fun event. But alas, it is looking like our
intended date of October 24 may not work out. Given that the schools are
going to remote learning for some time and that big events like the Ren Faire
are already cancelled, we may have to concede to the virus. If we have to
cancel, we will let you know, although you may still donate items now. Possibly
we could reschedule in February.
           Meanwhile, if you do have purses to donate, please contact Donna
Yargosz for pick up. Or you can walk or drive your purses to Linda Bennett,
Sherri Eichorn, Deanise Marta, or Laura Bemis.
           Thank you in advance for your support and help.

Interesting HERStory
Submitted by Kay Brillant
Biddy Bridget Mason (1815-1891) was born into
slavery and given as a wedding gift to a Mormon
couple in Mississippi named Robert and Rebecca
Smith. In 1847 at age 32, Biddy Mason was forced to
walk from Mississippi to Utah tending cattle behind

her master’s 300-wagon caravan.
After four years in Salt Lake City, Smith took the group to a new Mormon
settlement in San Bernardino, California in search of gold. Biddy Mason soon
discovered that the California State Constitution made slavery illegal, and that
her master planned to move them all to Texas to avoid freeing them. With the
help of some free blacks she had befriended, she and the other slaves
attempted to run away to Los Angeles, but they were intercepted by Smith and
brought back. However, when he tried to leave the state with his family and
slaves, a local posse prevented his flight. Biddy had Robert Smith brought into
court on a writ of habeas corpus. She, her daughters, and the ten other slaves
were held in jail for their own safety until the judge heard the case and granted
their freedom.



Now free, Mason and her three daughters moved to Los Angeles where they
worked and saved enough money to buy a house at 331 Spring Street in
downtown Los Angeles. Biddy was employed as a nurse, midwife, and
domestic servant. She was one of the first black women to own land in the city
of Los Angeles. She had the gumption to use part of her land as a temporary
resting place for horses and carriages, and people visiting town paid money in
exchange for the space. This can be considered the first "parking lot" in Los
Angeles!
Knowing what it meant to be oppressed and friendless, Biddy Mason
immediately began a philanthropic career by opening her home to the poor,
hungry, and homeless. Through hard work, saving, and investing carefully, she
was able to purchase large amounts of real estate including a commercial
building, which provided her with enough income to help build schools,
hospitals, and churches. Her financial fortunes continued to increase until she
accumulated a fortune of almost $300,000. In today's money, that would be
$6M. Her most noted accomplishment is the founding of the First AME Church
in California. #BiddyMason #BlackHistory

Susan B. Anthony was one of history's biggest
figures in the women's suffrage movement. Did
you know that she was arrested in 1872 for
violating laws that permitted only men to vote in
the presidential election. She was indicted, tried
and convicted for voting illegally and sentenced
to pay a fine of $100 and court costs.

The historic New Yorker described her two-day
trial in June 1873 as "the greatest judicial outrage history has ever
recorded," according to The U.S. National Archives and Records
Administration.

While President Ulysses S. Grant had pardoned election inspectors, he
never pardoned Anthony and had told her before she cast her ballot that he
had "already done more for women than any other president.”
In 1919, Congress passed the 19th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. It
states that “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be
denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.”
The amendment was ratified on Aug. 18, 1920.

On August 20, 2020 the 100th anniversary of the 19th amendment, President
Trump issued a posthumous pardon to Susan B. Anthony, "one of history's
biggest figures in the women's suffrage movement".

Susan B. Anthony is now honored in the Capitol Rotunda as part of the
women’s suffrage monument. Called the “Portrait Monument,” it depicts three
women who fought to secure the vote for women, Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton and Anthony.

Interest Groups

https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/us-regions/northeast/new-york
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/suffrage.html
https://www.americanheritage.com/susan-b-anthony-cast-her-ballot-ulysses-s-grant
https://www.foxnews.com/category/us/congress
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/amendment/amendment-xix
https://www.aoc.gov/explore-capitol-campus/art/portrait-monument-lucretia-mott-elizabeth-cady-stanton-and-susan-b


Please use your Yearbook for member address,
phone number, and email address.

Out of concern for your safety and health, and in keeping with the
Governor's requirements, there will be no "In-Person" Interest Group

meetings until further notice.

Anything Goes Book Group will meet via ZOOM on September 14th at 1:30
to discuss The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See.
Contact: Anne Chase

Anything Goes Fiction Book Group will meet via Zoom on September 21st
to discuss The Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro
Contact: Kay Williams

Daytime & Evening Bridge

Contact: Carol Ann Council

Great Decisions
The Great Decisions interest group is currently on hold pending a future time
when we can again meet safely at Branigan Library. At that time, we will
notify the AAUW membership via the OMV. At the first meeting, we will
determine our future format. Temporary contact: ShirleyShirley
ArmstrongArmstrong, shirmike7@msn.comshirmike7@msn.com.
International Dining

Contact: Deanise Marta

Going Places

Contact: Linda Bennett

Chinese Mahjong

Contact: Rita Worrell

Want to know more about an Interest Group?

Contact the named "contact" for each Interest Group described above.
Interest groups offer an opportunity to get to know other AAUW LC members
in a more relaxed and informal environment. All are welcome.

mailto:shirmike7@msn.com


The AAUW website AAUW.org has presented a few challenges therefore,
AAUW offers a recorded Webinar at:

https://www.aauw.org/resources/member/initiatives/2020-convening/ 
It is titled “Take a Tour of Our New Online Home” - scroll down the page until it
comes up. The new website is a work in progress, not all of our old reliable
links are there, but AAUW is working on bringing the website up to speed.

Of Note....
Celebrate the Women's Right To Vote:

You can vote at Dona Ana County Clerk’s Office,
845 N. Motel Blvd. after October 6.

All Above Board

Please congratulate the following elected officers for the
2020-2021 Board of Directors:

Laura Bemis President
Kathie Davis President-Elect and Academic Chair
Roseanne Hernández* VP Programs
Elaine Rude* VP Programs
Lynne Lord* VP Membership
Lori Laplanche* Membership
Sherry Eichorn Secretary
Christine Long Treasurer
Carol Ann Council Past President
Judy McGuire Communications
Connie Smith* Public Policy Chair
Donna Yargosz* Special Projects Chair
Kay Brilliant Parliamentarian
new Board Member indicated with *

Your elected and appointed Board of Directors meets monthly on the 1st
Monday from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.via ZOOM for now. Once the Board approves
meeting minutes, they are made available to you by clicking on the link in the
following OMV. The next Board meeting is August 31, during which we will
approve the minutes of the last meeting, June 2020. They will be available in
the next newsletter.

http://www.aauw.org
https://www.aauw.org/resources/member/initiatives/2020-convening/


Order your personal Name
Badge at AAUW Name

Badge. Just $10.00.

(click on the underlined link)

Other AAUW Membership Benefits

Access to member benefits at AAUW.org with your membership number
assigned by AAUW. Benefits include discounts at Office Max, Travel
companies (Hertz, Colette, Dollar and Thrifty), and Insurance (Geico, Pet
insurance and Identify Insurance). 

Communications
In addition to the Organ Mountain Views, (OMV), we maintain a Website and
Facebook page. All Branch email will be sent by Laura Bemis, President
and/or Kathy Cooke, Email Coordinator.

AAUW LC Website is maintained by Judy McGuire. Contact her with
comments. additions, or questions.. (click on link above: "AAUW Website")

A Facebook Page for AAUW LC is maintained by Deanise Marta. Each of us
may contact Deanise with suggested additions, photos, etc. Be sure to "like"
our page so you will get updates. (click on link above: "Facebook")

NOTE: There are three green tabs at the end of this newsletter that will take you directly
to our website, AAUW NM website and/or National AAUW's website.

Thinking of you.....
When you learn of a member who has medical issues,
personal loss or a reason for celebration or recognition, please
contact Judy McGuire by phone 575-932-9905 or email
judymcguire2@gmail.com so she can show our support.
(click on the email address as a direct link to your email provider)

https://aauw.source4.com/b2c/ProductInfo.asp?Category=8541&Itm=131042
http://aauw.org/
https://lascruces-nm.aauw.net/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/AAUWLasCruces/community/
mailto:judymcguire2@gmail.com


Support our Advertisers

Cally Williams PotteryCally Williams Pottery
331 Capri Arc, Las331 Capri Arc, Las

Cruces, NMCruces, NM
575-526-5250 callwill@hotmail.com575-526-5250 callwill@hotmail.com

Comments, questions, and Advertising

If you have suggestions or comments about the OMV or wish to advertise
here (cost is $50/year), please contact Judy McGuire, editor.



judymcguire2@gmail.com

Thank you for reading

AAUW-LC, PO Box 1081, Las Cruces, NM 88004

Las Cruces Website New Mexico Website National Website

mailto:judymcguire2@gmail.com
https://lascruces-nm.aauw.net/
https://aauw-nm.aauw.net/
https://www.aauw.org/

